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JANUARY 12, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Town 
Hall, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 

Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Pamela Brosh, Dave Cline, Dawn May, Gale May, Becky Miller, Brooke Miller 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on December 8, 2019. 
Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

a. Ameren – At the request of Trustee Cox, November 2019 Community Center payments were 
reviewed to ensure no duplicate payments:  11/01/2019 check #10561 for $254.00 was for billing 
date 09/30/2019, and 11/29/2019 check #10613 for $254.00 was for billing date 10/29/19 (same 
amounts because the account is currently on “budget billing”); 11/29/2019 check #10607 for 
$508.00 was voided on 11/30/2019. Accordingly, no duplicate payments. 

b. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve the December 2019 Treasurer’s Report (copy 
attached). Seconded by Trustee Aldrich. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Regarding recent water customer notifications about lead in the drinking water, President Ellis stated: 

a. The Illinois EPA requires testing every three years for the presence of lead (15 parts per billion) 
at multiple customer sites within the water system. Results back to 2004 have all been zero, until 
September 2019 when one site reported 10.5 ppb (not reportable) and a second site with 75.8 ppb 
(reportable). The 75.8 ppb reading resulted in the IL EPA requiring notices to customers. 

b. Water tests taken at the pump house source reveal no lead detected in the outgoing water, and 
some of the site samples revealed no lead. Therefore, the problem might exist either in non-PVC 
distribution lines or in customer lines connected to the village’s site shut-off valve. 

c. Additional tests have been taken. The results will be analyzed to determine future action. 
Dave Cline – thinks there is not enough water usage on his distribution line. 
Brooke Miller – concerned about severe rust in the water. President Ellis stated Mitch Yeadon would 
 contact her to flush the line. 
Becky Miller – Greg Miller might be interested in applying for the fire hydrant flushing position. 
Gale May – road to his dad’s house is in poor condition. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
a. Municipal Codes 

1) Nuisances 
a) Abandoned Vehicles – on hold; notices cannot be sent without vehicle pictures 

and property details. 
b) Dangerous Buildings – add 709 E. Kleinbeck St. to violation list. 

2) Dogs and Other Animals 
a) Jerry Crowe notice (sent 12/05/2019) returned unclaimed; 01/08/2020 emailed 

Downs Police Department for personal delivery. 
b) Effective 01/01/2020 state law now mandates cat rabies vaccinations for 

“companion” cats; the law excludes feral cats. Counties are responsible for 
establishing rules/regulations. Our municipal code does not include any specific 
reference to cats. 

c) Effective 08/06/2019 state law requires kennels to be staffed 24x7 and have 
either sprinklers or a fire alarm that rings at the local fire station. 

3) Windmills – Township has heard nothing about standards; county has taken no action. 
4) Code Book – Clerk Youngblood is digitizing. Trustee JZimmerman will loan her code 

and zoning books to examine for additional ordinances that should be included. 
b. Community Center 

1) Kitchen “Flat-Top” Electric Grill – received, awaiting electrical wiring. 
2) Lighting – Bob Althouse ordered fixtures. 
3) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – defer additional estimate until Spring 2020. 
4) Broken window in Gym Concession Stand – Trustee Grussing presented estimate from 

Pagel Construction to replace two windows and siding on the south side of the gym. 
MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to accept the Pagel Construction estimate of $1,856 ($1,431 
for laminated windows with screens; $425 for wrap and siding). Seconded by Trustee 
SZimmerman. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 

5) Costume closets in kindergarten room – the single door closet will be re-keyed; the 
double door closet will be secured with a hasp and lock. 

6) Rules for building use – Trustee Grussing is working on a revised document. 
7) Alumni picture location – investigate digitizing and all related costs. 
8) Racks for kitchen oven – complete. 

c. Streets 
1) Gravel – defer mailbox hole repairs until Spring 2020. 
2) Signs 

a) Signs requiring new poles in the ground - defer until Spring 2020. 
b) Signs recently ordered are larger than prior signs. Trustee Cox contacted vendor 

and reported federal/state/county ordinances mandate size at time of order. 
c) Seven “No Overnight Parking” signs need replacement at village entrances. 

d. Park 
1) Pavilion Message Board – Installation pending. 
2) Curfew on Park Use – Clerk Youngblood will review and report curfew references in 

existing code book. Metal signs should be posted behind the Community Center and at 
Don Harden field. 

3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – no proposal received from Farmer City Little League. 
e. Depot – defer until Spring 2020 estimates to grind dead tree stumps and replace trees. 
f. Water 

1) Lead in Drinking Water – see President Ellis’ statement in Public Comment above. 
Future testing will include 10 sites rather than 5 sites. 

2) Standby Generator for Water Tower – no report. 
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3) Fire Hydrant Flushing – Clerk Youngblood will prepare job description once furnished 
with job details. Trustee JZimmerman will look in her records. 

g. Equipment 
1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – no report. 
2) Snowplow lights – installation of lights on big truck in progress. 

h. Library – new PC received and configured. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to declare as 
surplus property the following equipment:  HP Pavilion Slimline Series S5-1114, serial number 
3CR132131T; HP S2031 monitor, serial number 3CQ131P2SB; and USB keyboard and mouse. 
Seconded by Trustee Aldrich. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 

i. Police Protection by LeRoy – no report. 
j. FY2019-2020 Tax Levy – filed 12/10/2019 with McLean County Clerk. 
k. Village Insurance – Trustees SZimmerman and Aldrich will provide information needed for 

Compass Insurance to present proposal. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Policy on Social Media – Village attorney advises restrictive policies for a small village are 
difficult to control, but he will look for a model policy to consider. In the meantime, the board 
could pass a motion to encourage elected officials to communicate through official village 
channels and prohibit village employees from posting as representatives of the village. 

 
REPORTS 

a. Trustee SZimmerman – fiscal year 2020-2021 budget will include replacing AED (automated 
external defibrillator) machine. 

b. Trustee Cox – water tower pump house not secure. President Ellis added the pump house may 
also need to be expanded. 

c. Trustee Grussing 
1) Kevin Lawrence would like the batting cage installed at Don Harden field. President Ellis 

will see if Farmer City Little League uses it. Trustee Aldrich will check with Gary 
Sedberry for background (who put up the cage and might think they still own it). 

2) Village has historically paid electricity for fire station since the station houses the village 
warning siren controls and powers the siren. Energy use for the siren is but a small part of 
the station usage. Billing should be shifted to the Bellflower Fire Protection District with 
understanding that the village will continue to own/maintain the siren and controls. Clerk 
Youngblood will draft an intergovernmental agreement for village attorney review. 

3) For July 4, will check into Hawaiian Ice vendor truck as a replacement for snow cones. 
d. Trustee JZimmerman 

1) Swing set behind Community Center gym possibly needs maintenance. 
2) In accordance with new IL law, single occupancy bathrooms must be labeled “Restroom” 

without regard to gender. 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Cox to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Town 
Hall on Sunday, February 9, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 





 
 

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 
 
Bank balances as of December 31, 2019 
 
Heartland Bank (Farmer City) Funds  
     Balance  Deposits Interest 
 
HBT – General/Water                         $  28,595.83  $     1,245.60     $    0.00 
HBT – MFT                                         $  3,244.46                $     0         $ 0 
 
Illinois Funds  
 
Springfield – Motor Fuel  $   22,598.62  $     1,332.33   $    32.70                 
                 
Springfield – Water Fund  $   18,578.75             $                           $   27.11     
Springfield – Income & Sales Tax $ 148,447.68       $     3,633.27     $   214.13   
                                  
                                                             ========== 
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FEBRUARY 9, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Town 
Hall, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, and Bart Lytel 
 Absent: Trustees Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Four of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Alliance Grain Company representatives:  J. B. Daughenbaugh (General 

Manager), Jamie Stein (Operations Manager) and Leland Dean (Bellflower Grain Originator, 
Southwest territory) 

 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on January 12, 2020. 
Seconded by Trustee Cox. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the January 2020 Treasurer’s Report (copy attached). Seconded by 
Trustee Grussing. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Alliance Grain representatives discussed 2020 expansion plans for the Bellflower facility. 

a. A 105-foot wide bin will replace four existing older bins (preliminary drawing attached).  
Estimated start March 2020 with estimated end by harvest 2020. 

b. A new scale will be installed, hopefully within the same location as the existing scale.  
Dimensions will be two-feet wider and 10-feet longer.  Estimated start June 2020 with estimated 
end within two months. 

c. Building permit will be submitted to Trustee Grussing. 
President Ellis inquired about the possibility of Alliance Grain contributing toward road upkeep in front 
of the Alliance facility on East Melvin Street (possibly every three years, $2,000).  Mr. Daughenbaugh 
was receptive to the idea. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

a. Municipal Codes 
1) Nuisances 

a) Abandoned Vehicles – on hold; notices cannot be sent without vehicle pictures 
and property details; Trustee Cox will follow-up. 

b) Dangerous Buildings – letters to be mailed February 11, 2020. 
2) Dogs and Other Animals 

a) Jerry Crowe notice (sent 12/05/2019) returned unclaimed; emailed Downs Police 
Department (Jan 7 and 24) for personal delivery but no action to date. 
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b) Effective 01/01/2020 state law now mandates cat rabies vaccinations for 
“companion” cats; the law excludes feral cats. Counties are responsible for 
establishing rules/regulations. Our municipal code does not currently include any 
specific reference to cats but will be considered in a future update. 

c) Effective 08/06/2019 state law requires kennels to be staffed 24x7 and have 
either sprinklers or a fire alarm that rings at the local fire station. Our municipal 
code does not currently include any specific reference to kennels but will be 
considered in a future update. 

b. Community Center 
1) Kitchen “Flat-Top” Electric Grill – Trustee Grussing reported project complete. 
2) Cafeteria painting – Trustee Grussing reported kitchen ceiling and dining room complete. 
3) Lighting – Trustee Grussing reported project completion delayed by illness. 
4) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – defer additional estimate until Spring 2020. 
5) Broken window in Gym Concession Stand – Trustee Grussing reported project complete. 
6) Costume closets in kindergarten room – Trustee Grussing reported phone tag with the 

locksmith to re-key the single door closet and secure the double door closet with a hasp 
and lock. 

7) Rules for building use – Trustee Grussing distributed a draft form (copy attached). 
General agreement to include liability insurance note. Form final; project complete. 

8) Alumni picture location – investigate digitizing and all related costs; defer pending 
contact with McLean County Library and re-thinking entire situation. 

9) Swing set behind gym – review maintenance needs; defer until Spring 2020. 
10) Gender-Neutral signs for all single occupancy restrooms – Trustee Grussing will order. 

c. Streets 
1) Gravel – defer mailbox hole repairs until Spring 2020. 
2) Signs 

a) Signs requiring new poles in the ground - defer until Spring 2020. 
b) Replace seven “No Overnight Parking” signs at village entrances – no report. 

d. Park 
1) Pavilion Message Board – installation pending. 
2) Curfew on Park Use – Clerk Youngblood reported existing code only references curfews 

for minors. General agreement that metal signs should be posted behind the Community 
Center and at Don Harden field indicating park hours “Dawn to Dusk.” Clerk 
Youngblood to contact village attorney and see if ordinance required. 

3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – President Ellis reported Farmer City Little League will 
probably replace once Spring is here. 

4) Batting Cage Removal – village owns the cage; Phil Lawrence will remove/recycle. 
e. Depot – defer until Spring 2020 estimates to grind dead tree stumps and replace trees. 
f. Water 

1) Lead in Drinking Water – President Ellis reported: 
a) Future lead/copper tests will include 10 samples rather than five. 
b) Farnsworth Group will analyze test results and recommend future action. 
c) IL EPA is now asking about asbestos in water distribution lines. 

2) Rust in Drinking Water – President Ellis reported Mitch Yeadon contacted the Millers 
regarding issues reported at the last board meeting, but no meeting has occurred yet. 

3) Standby Generator for Water Tower – no report. 
4) Fire Hydrant Flushing – Clerk Youngblood to check with Trustees JZimmerman and 

SZimmerman for current job description. Expand to include water locates and service 
turn on/off. 

5) Pump Houses Security and Expansion – no report. 
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g. Equipment 
1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – no report. 
2) Snowplow lights – installation complete. 

h. Police Protection by LeRoy – no report. 
i. Village Insurance – Trustee Aldrich will provide information needed for Compass Insurance to 

present proposal. He will contact our current provider (IML RMA) for current policy information. 
Clerk Youngblood will send Trustee Aldrich a copy of the last IML RMA paid invoice. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Ameren Franchise Agreement – MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adopt and approve Ordinance 
2020-01 “An Ordinance Extending the Authorization to Ameren Illinois Company to Construct, 
Operate and Maintain an Electric Utility System in the Village of Bellflower, McLean County, 
Illinois” for an initial term of 20 years and subsequent terms on a year-to-year basis (copy 
attached). The agreement was reviewed by the village attorney. Seconded by Trustee Cox. Roll 
call vote:  Aye-Trustee Aldrich, Cox, Grussing, and Lytel; Nay-None; Absent-Trustees 
JZimmerman and SZimmerman. Summary: Aye (4), Nay (0), Absent (2). Motion passed. 

b. Intergovernmental Agreement with Bellflower Fire Protection District (BFPD) – MOTION by 
Trustee Lytel to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with BFPD (copy attached) to transfer 
the fire station electric service billing account from the Village to BFPD.  Responsibility for 
ownership, maintenance, repair, and replacement of the community warning siren system 
(connected to fire station electricity) would remain with the Village. The agreement was reviewed 
by the village attorney. Seconded by Trustee Cox. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 

a. President Ellis 
1) Letter from Terry Adamson regarding Chad Thomas’ idling truck (copy attached). Clerk 

Youngblood will contact the Village attorney to see if any state or environmental law 
covers this situation. 

2) Village should consider membership in the Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network. 
Question asked – if the village becomes a member, shouldn’t the township also be a 
member? 

3) Little truck is in the shop to check problems with both front brakes. 
4) Requested Clerk Youngblood present proposal to take on Treasurer role. 

b. Trustee Grussing presented estimates from Jeff Freden to paint additional Community Center 
cafeteria areas: 

1) Kitchen walls - $2,000 (labor $1,700; supplies $300). Requires cleaning walls of all 
grease and food prior to painting. 

2) Lobby and bathrooms outside of dining room (walls and ceilings) – $4,500 (labor $4,000; 
supplies $500). Requires stain sealing, mold removal, drywall repair, scrape/paint 
exterior doors. Includes painting coat rack. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Grussing. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Town 
Hall on Sunday, March 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 

Bank balances as of January 31, 2019 

Heartland Bank (Farmer City) Funds 
Balance Deposits Interest 

HBT — General/Water $ 38,889.33 $ 	17,557.76 $ 	0.00 
HBT — MFT $ 5,454.51 $ 	0 $ 0 

Illinois Funds 

Springfield — Motor Fuel $ 	24,199.78 $ 	1,567.11 $ 	34.05 

Springfield — Water Fund $ 	18,605.32 $ 	26.57 
Springfield—Income & Sales Tax $ 153,877.30 $ 	5,213.33 $ 	216.29 









************************************************************************************************** 
Fee:  $____________________                     Date Paid:  ____________________                         (Form Revised 02/17/2020) 

Bellflower Community Center Rental Agreement 
Rental of Facilities 

The Bellflower Community Center facilities are available for rent in accordance with rules, regulations and rental rates 

established for their use. These rules include: 

• Completion of the Facility Rental Request below. 

• Washing and putting away all cooking equipment, utensils, dishes, dish cloths, and towels that are used. 

• Putting away chairs and tables on carts (not leaning against walls or left setup). 

• No use of tape of any kind on ceiling or walls in the cafeteria. 

• No use of balls or other toys, games, or equipment in the cafeteria that may cause damage. 

• Leaving the facilities in as good of condition as they were upon rental. 

• No use of tobacco, narcotics and other substances, firearms, alcohol or gambling. 

• Payment of quoted rental fees in full prior to the opening of the facility on the date(s) of use. 

• Payment of any additional fees within 7 days after the event. 

 

The individual signing the Facility Rental Request agrees to be financially responsible for any damage to the building or 

facilities during the time of rental.  

 

The individual or group renting the Community Center facilities is responsible for providing liability insurance coverage. 

The Village of Bellflower does not provide liability insurance during facility rentals. 

 

Rental requests are administered by the Bellflower Community Center Building Administrator. Requests will be 

approved or rejected after full consideration of availability of facilities.   
 

Facility Rental Request 

Complete Facility Rental Request below and return to the Bellflower Community Center Building Administrator with 

payment in full. Checks should be made payable to Village of Bellflower. 

 

Name of Group: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Individual Making Reservation: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________      Email: ____________________________________________________________  

Date(s) Requested:  __________________ Hours Requested:  Time In:  ____________   Time Out:  _____________ 

Check needed areas: _____  Cafeteria / Kitchen _____  Gymnasium             _____  Classroom 

   _____  Entire Building  _____  Additional Assistance (setup, cleanup, etc.) 

Number of Adults:  __________    Number of Children:  __________ 

Specific details of planned activities: __________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Individual or Group Representative:  _________________________________________________________ 
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MARCH 8, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:23 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Town 
Hall, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Mike Cox 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Stephanie Daniel, Brandon Thomas, Chad Thomas, Lynne Thomas, and 

 Randy Zimmerman 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on February 9, 2020. 
Seconded by Trustee Lytel. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the February 2020 Treasurer’s Report (copy attached). Seconded 
by Trustee Grussing. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chad Thomas presented a document entitled “Petition to Change Current Ordinance about Chickens” 
(copy attached) along with copies of chicken-related ordinances from surrounding communities. President 
Ellis stated the issue would be considered by the Board over the next month. MOTION by Trustee Lytel 
to extend the cure date, contained in the ordinance violation notice sent to Mr. Thomas on December 5, 
2019, to April 5, 2020. Seconded by Trustee Grussing. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
Randy Zimmerman spoke in opposition to changing the existing ordinance prohibiting chickens within 
the Village of Bellflower. Concerns include: the setback distance to his neighbor is approximately 35 feet, 
and the potential for rodents, mess, predators, and noise. Does not want his tax dollars spent on issues 
related to chicken inspections and chicken nuisance violations. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Municipal Codes 

1) Nuisances 
a) Abandoned Vehicles – on hold; violation notices cannot be sent without vehicle pictures and 

property details 
b) Dangerous Buildings – violation notices mailed First Class (FC) and Certified Mail (CM) on 

February 11, 2020 (copies attached). President Ellis has received some calls in response to 
the letters, and he stressed to each caller that he expects to see abatement plans documented 
in writing, sooner rather than later. Status to date is shown on the following table: 
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NAME / PROPERTY STATUS 
Bidner, Gary 
 208 N Vine St 
 Route 54 

CM – 2/22 signed as received (envelope had 
 letters for both properties) 
Response – none 

Bogard, David and Linda 
 N Latcha St 

FC – 2/22 returned not deliverable 
CM – 2/13 notice left; not yet returned, but 
 probably will 
Response – none 

Cash, Brian 
 709 E Kleinbeck St 

CM – 2/14 signed as received 
Response – he will work on it 

Thomas, Brandon 
 201 W South St 

FC – not returned 
CM – 3/1 returned unclaimed 
Response – none 

White, Raymond and Renate 
 205 N Latcha St 
 109 N East St 

CM – 2/19 signed as received (envelope had 
 letters for both properties) 
Response – spoke with Trustee Cox; some 
 activity observed at house (109 N East St) 

Wilkins, William 
 606 E Kleinbeck St 

CM – 2/13 signed as received 
Response – house burned 3/8 

 
Clerk Youngblood was directed to contact the village attorney and proceed with “next steps” 
for the Bidner house (208 N Vine St) and the Bogard property (N Latcha St). 

c) Diesel Truck Idling – village attorney advises no state regulations exist. Village could adopt 
an ordinance, limited to residential areas, to prevent this type of nuisance. President Ellis 
suggested board members walk or drive by and review the situation between the Chad 
Thomas and Terry Adamson houses. President Ellis will contact Terry Adamson to let her 
know the board is reviewing the issue. 

2) Dogs and Other Animals 
a) Jerry Crowe violation notice (mailed 12/05/2019) returned unclaimed; emailed Downs Police 

Department (Jan 7 and 24) for personal delivery; 3/9 Officer Dingler picked up the letter for 
delivery. 

b) Chad Thomas violation notice – see action above under “Public Comment.” 
b. Community Center 

1) Cafeteria painting – Trustee Grussing painting estimates from Jeff Freden for remaining areas to 
be painted: 
a) Kitchen walls - $2,000 (labor $1,700; supplies $300). Requires cleaning walls of all grease 

and food prior to painting. 
b) Lobby and bathrooms outside of dining room (walls and ceilings) – $4,500 (labor $4,000; 

supplies $500). Requires stain sealing, mold removal, drywall repair, scrape/paint exterior 
doors. Includes painting coat rack. 

c) Kitchen storeroom - $500 (labor $400; supplies $100) 
Decision tabled. Need additional estimate for lobby and bathrooms; Freden estimate seems high. 
Also need a separate estimate for the lobby/bathrooms mold removal to gauge the expense against 
the painting. Trustee SZimmerman reported funds will have to be budgeted in FY2020-2021. 

2) Lighting – Trustee Grussing reported current project complete. President Ellis requested an 
estimate to install outside lighting at the kindergarten exterior door. 

3) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – additional estimate needed. 
4) Costume closets in kindergarten room – Trustee Grussing reported the locksmith took the single-

door closet knob for repair and will install hasp/lock on the double door closet when he returns. 
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5) Alumni picture location – no report. 
6) Swing set behind gym – maintenance needs will be reviewed. 

c. Streets 
1) Gravel – mailbox holes need repairs. 
2) Signs 

a) Signs requiring new poles in the ground – action to be determined. 
b) Replace seven “No Overnight Parking” signs at village entrances – Trustee Cox needs to 

order. 
d. Park 

1) Pavilion Message Board – installation pending. 
2) Park Use Hours – Clerk Youngblood was directed to contact the village attorney and proceed 

with an ordinance to restrict park hours to “Dawn to Dusk,” except for village-sanctioned events, 
at the Community Center Park, Don Harden Field and Shorty Lykins Park (between the Library 
and Depot). Signs to be ordered/installed following ordinance approval. 

3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – President Ellis reported Farmer City Baseball Corporation 
(FCBC) has received donations to complete one dugout and is seeking donations to complete the 
second dugout (estimated at $700). MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to donate to FCBC up to 
$350 toward replacing a dugout at Don Harden Field. Seconded by Trustee Lytel. Vote 5 yes; -0- 
no. Motion passed. Trustee JZimmerman will contact FCBC to determine donation amount and 
details (name/mailing address). 

4) Recycling Drop-Box – Knight Services charges $516.95 quarterly. The box is used by township 
residents as well as village residents and even some people outside of Bellflower. Discussion 
about requesting the township to pay part of each bill; some recollection that at one time the 
township paid one-half of each bill. Trustee SZimmerman will research. 

e. Depot – need estimates to grind dead tree stumps and replace trees. 
f. Water 

1) Lead in Drinking Water – President Ellis reported: 
a) Upcoming lead/copper tests will include 10 samples rather than five. 
b) Awaiting Farnsworth Group recommendations for future action. 
c) Will distribute annual IL EPA compliance report. 

2) Standby Generator for Water Tower – Trustee SZimmerman will meet with Chad Yeadon and an 
electrician to determine requirements. 

3) Fire Hydrant Flushing – President Ellis will send Clerk Youngblood draft wording for a possible 
job description to include hydrant flushing, water service locates, and service turn on/off. 

4) Pump Houses Security and Expansion – no report. 
g. Equipment 

1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – President Ellis requested project action and completion 
within the next month or two so the equipment can do roadsides and behind the Community 
Center, thereby taking the load from the new mower. Trustee Aldrich and Andrew Ellis will 
review. 

h. Police Protection by LeRoy – no report. 
i. Village Insurance – Trustee Aldrich obtained current policy information from our current provider 

(IML RMA) and forwarded to Scott Riddle at Compass Insurance to present proposal. No response 
has been received. Trustee Aldrich will contact Mr. Riddle again. 

j. Treasurer for FY20-21 – MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman for Clerk Youngblood to contact the 
village attorney and proceed with an ordinance to discontinue the existing village Treasurer position 
and transfer all Treasurer duties to the village Clerk effective May 1, 2020. Seconded by Trustee 
Lytel. Vote 5 yes; -0- no. Motion passed. 

k. Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network – President Ellis discussed; annual dues $150. Trustee 
SZimmerman will review details presented. Tabled until the April 2020 meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
a. For information only, the Certificate of Status of Exempt Property for Tax Year 2020 (copy attached) 

was filed on February 19, 2020 in the office of the McLean County Supervisor of Assessments. 
b. Community Center 

1) Cafeteria and Gym access when only one facility rented – Trustee Grussing will add language to 
the rental agreement to indicate access is only permitted to the facility that was rented. 

2) Use of Gym kitchen (concession stand) with gym rental – board agreed with no rate increase. 
Trustee Grussing will notify Franci Miller and Merle Shelton. 

3) Newman use 
a) Closets in Band Room – at February Koinonia, one closet was emptied and will not be used; 

would like remaining closets to be rekeyed at Newman expense. Trustee Grussing will notify 
locksmith and obtain key copies for village. 

b) Rental Agreement – board suggested new agreement be developed. 
4) Dumpster – President Ellis asked the board to consider replacing the existing commercial 

dumpster (Knight Services $67.95 monthly) with a standard tote. The dumpster’s main use comes 
from individuals passing by, not from Community Center use. Merle Shelton will be contacted 
for feedback before a decision is made. 

c. BTHS Marker at Don Harden Field. Trustee Grussing asked if the village would have any objection 
to the Bellflower Township High School Alumni Association installing a memorial monument at Don 
Harden Field, between the Pavilion and Melvin Street, to commemorate that school building. No 
objection. 

d. Building Permit Application – updated version (copy attached) now in effect. Clerk Youngblood was 
asked to contact the village attorney about the village adopting the International Property 
Maintenance Code. 

e. 2020 Census – President Ellis requested village PCs be made available for resident use to complete 
the online version of the census. Trustee Grussing will publicize on Facebook, usual posting locations 
and post around the Community Center for the March 17 primary election. 

 
REPORTS 
a. Trustee SZimmerman 

1) Consider installing security devices at the Community Center (cameras, alarms, etc.). The 
township is willing to pay one-half. Trustee SZimmerman will research. 

2) FY20-21 Budget – please provide any suggestions/information/updates. Planning currently 
includes hourly worker increase to $12 per hour; replace AED at Community Center; limbs at 
Don Harden Field; Community Center cafeteria painting for kitchen, lobby/bathrooms, 
storeroom. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee JZimmerman. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Town 
Hall on Sunday, April 5, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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MARCH 18, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the special meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Town Hall, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION 
a. Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

1) President Ellis asked Police Officer Josh Dingler to attend and discuss recent meetings attended 
by Officer Dingler.  Officer Dingler was not present. 

2) President Ellis reported that, due to children now being home all day since schools are closed, the 
Downs Police Department will roam through the village rather than maintain stationary patrols. 

3) Trustee SZimmerman suggested if Blue Ridge school food distribution continues for an extended 
period, the distribution point should be moved from the main lobby entrance hallway to the 
kindergarten room.  No one would be allowed outside of that room.  Entrance/Exit would be 
through the outside door within the room.  Then only that room would need to be sanitized after 
each daily use. 

4) Trustee SZimmerman discussed water system issues. 
a) Suggested leniency for water payments if customers have financial difficulty during the virus 

crisis.  President Ellis will contact Janice Harden, the water billing clerk. 
b) Suggested water department employees ensure enough supplies and chemicals are on hand to 

prevent potential supplier shortages.  President Ellis will contact Mitch Yeadon. 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Aldrich. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Town 
Hall on Sunday, April 5, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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APRIL 5, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and 
   Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Six of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
NOTE:  In response to COVID-19 health and safety issues, many items on the meeting agenda were 
skipped to shorten the meeting duration. 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on March 8, 2020.  Seconded 
by Trustee SZimmerman.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve minutes of the special meeting held on March 18, 2020.  Seconded 
by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Due to the short timespan between the close of March 2020 financial business and this meeting date, the 
full set of March 2020 financial reports were not available but will be distributed as soon as available 
[distributed by email on April 8, 2020].  MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve the March 2020 
Check Register (copy attached). Seconded by Trustee Aldrich. Vote 6 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 

• Local patrols are being performed on a rotating basis by Downs Police Department officers. 
• Officers continue to look for Dustin Clemons. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Municipal Codes 

1) Nuisances 
a) Abandoned Vehicles – item skipped 
b) Dangerous Buildings 

• Village attorney Steven Mahrt has started to pursue action against properties of Gary 
Bidner (208 N Vine St) and David and Linda Bogard (N Latcha St). 

• The Raymond White burned-out house (109 N East St) demolition process is underway. 
c) Diesel Truck Idling – item skipped 
d) International Property Maintenance Code – item skipped 
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2) Dogs and Other Animals 
a) Jerry Crowe violation notice (mailed 12/05/2019) returned unclaimed; emailed Downs Police 

Department (Jan 7 and 24) for personal delivery; 3/9 Officer Dingler picked up the letter and 
delivered the letter 

b) Chad Thomas “chickens” violation notice –  
• MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to extend the cure date, contained in the ordinance violation 

notice sent to Mr. Thomas on December 5, 2019, to May 3, 2020.  Seconded by Trustee 
SZimmerman.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Trustee Grussing summarized a recent telephone call held with Tom Anderson, Director 
of Environmental Health in the McLean County Health Department.  McLean County 
exercises no oversight of chickens within McLean County.  He recommended, however, 
that municipalities not permit any chicken facilities within “in-town” residential areas.  
McLean County is a known habitat for histoplasma fungus which resides in soil enriched 
by bird (including chickens) droppings.  Fungus spores are released into the air when 
scratching or raking infected soil or when using bird droppings as a garden fertilizer.  
Humans and domestic animals ingest the fungus spores through the air, which may cause 
a life-long respiratory infection. 

b. Community Center 
1) Cafeteria painting – item skipped 
2) Lighting updates – item skipped 
3) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – item skipped 
4) Door locks on costume closets in kindergarten room – item skipped 
5) Alumni pictures location – item skipped 
6) Swing set behind gym – item skipped 
7) Newman use 

a) Re-key Band Room closets – item skipped 
b) New rental agreement – item skipped 

8) Dumpster – item skipped 
9) Security devices – item skipped 

c. Streets 
1) Gravel – item skipped 
2) Signs 

a) Signs requiring new poles in the ground – item skipped 
b) Seven “No Overnight Parking” signs for Village Lines – item skipped 

d. Park 
1) Pavilion Message Board – item skipped 
2) Park Use Ordinance – item skipped 
3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – item skipped 
4) Recycling Drop-Box – Trustee SZimmerman will check with Bellflower Township Supervisor 

Bob Zimmerman about splitting the cost of the drop-box. 
e. Depot Trees – item skipped 
f. Water 

1) Lead in Drinking Water – President Ellis reported Farnsworth Group recommendations: 
• Fire hydrants need to be flushed regularly 
• Orthophosphate should be injected into the water distribution system.  Costs for another 

container/pump/injection line could be between $5,000 - $15,000. 
2) Standby Generator for Water Tower – item skipped 
3) Fire Hydrant Flushing Job Description – item skipped 
4) Pump Houses Security and Expansion – item skipped 
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g. Equipment 
1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – item skipped 

h. Police Protection by LeRoy – item skipped 
i. Village Insurance – item skipped 
j. Financial 

1) Treasurer for FY20-21 – MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to adopt and approve Ordinance 
2020-02 “An Ordinance Discontinuing the Appointed Office of Treasurer and Transferring 
Duties of the Office to the Village Clerk” effective May 1, 2020 (copy attached).  The ordinance 
was prepared by the village attorney.  Seconded by Trustee JZimmerman. Roll call vote:  Aye-
Trustee Aldrich, Cox, Grussing, Lytel, JZimmerman, and SZimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-
None. Summary: Aye (6), Nay (0), Absent (0). Motion passed. 

2) Budget for FY20-21 – items suggested for inclusion:  tree replacement $5,000; legal fees to 
pursue property code violations 

k. Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network – item skipped 
l. 2020 Census – Village PCs were available on March 17 and 19, 2020 for residents to use in 

completing the online census.  Three households participated on March 17 and none on March 18. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. MFT.  President Ellis reported summer 2020 projects need to be planned, but social distancing 

requirements restrict ability to meet.  Plans are to look at last year’s project list and focus on items 
that were not done.  Routine spray patch and seal coating, and some gravel for alleys, will be 
included. 

 
REPORTS 
a. President Ellis 

1) Bellflower Township plans to include $10,000 in their FY20-21 budget for Community Center 
projects.  Need to select a project(s). 

2) Bellflower Township will be upgrading the exterior entrance to the kindergarten room, used as 
the local election precinct, by installing a new exterior door (like the exterior door entrance into 
the Village Hall) and a handicapped entrance ramp.  Trustee Grussing will secure an estimate 
from Bob Althouse for an exterior door light. 

3) Fireworks have been ordered and billing should occur in May.  If not used this year, the fireworks 
company states they will hold the product for next year. 

b. Trustee JZimmerman 
1) Janice Harden has several past due water letters to mail but wondered if financial situations 

impacted by COVID-19 should be considered.  Board consensus was to mail all past due water 
letters, as they were past due before both the April 2020 billing and COVID-19.  Any late 
accounts following the April billing should be reviewed on an individual basis. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Grussing. Vote 6 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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MAY 3, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on May 1, 2020 at 2:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Janet Zimmerman 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood, Downs Police Officer Josh Dingler 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Chad Thomas 
 
NOTE:  In response to COVID-19 health and safety issues, many items on the meeting agenda were 
skipped to shorten the meeting duration. 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve minutes of the regular meeting held on April 5, 2020.  Seconded 
by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Due to the short timespan between the close of April 2020 financial business and this meeting date, the 
full set of April 2020 financial reports were not available but will be distributed as soon as available  
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to approve the April 2020 Check Register (copy attached). Seconded by 
Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 

• Patrol schedule will integrate more traffic monitoring. 
• Patrol tactics during the COVID-19 shutdown have worked well, with good exposure throughout 

the village 
• Downs Police Department will be purchasing a new vehicle. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Municipal Codes 

1) Nuisances 
a) Abandoned Vehicles – item skipped 
b) Dangerous Buildings – item skipped 
c) Diesel Truck Idling – item skipped 
d) International Property Maintenance Code – Trustee Aldrich asked for more information.  

Clerk Youngblood will send a website link to the board. 
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2) Dogs and Other Animals 
a) Chad Thomas “chickens” violation notice –  

• Discussed McLean County Health Department recommendation that municipalities do 
not permit chickens in residential areas due to histoplasmosis risk. 

• MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to (1) leave as is the existing ordinance §13.17 
“Nuisances-Livestock and Poultry” which prohibits keeping chickens/poultry in the 
village, and (2) set the final violation cure date, for Mr. Thomas to remove all poultry, to 
May 31, 2020.  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustee Aldrich, 
Cox, Grussing, Lytel, and SZimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee JZimmerman. 
Summary: Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1). Motion passed. 

• Mr. Thomas verbally acknowledged his intent to comply with the decision. 
b. Community Center 

1) Cafeteria painting – item skipped 
2) Lighting updates – Trustee Grussing will forward Bob Althouse’s estimate, to install exterior 

lighting at the kindergarten exterior door, to the Township Supervisor to include with the 
Township project to upgrade the entrance used for voting. 

3) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – item skipped 
4) Door locks on costume closets in kindergarten room – item skipped 
5) Alumni pictures location – item skipped 
6) Swing set behind gym – item skipped 
7) Newman use 

a) Re-key Band Room closets – item skipped 
b) New rental agreement – item skipped 

8) Dumpster – item skipped 
9) Security devices – item skipped 
10) FY20-21 Township $10,000 Project – item skipped 

c. Streets 
1) Gravel – item skipped 
2) Signs 

a) Signs requiring new poles in the ground – item skipped 
b) Seven “No Overnight Parking” signs for Village Lines – item skipped 

3) FY20-21 MFT maintenance program – MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve a 
Resolution to spend up to $27,000 for street/highway repair/maintenance using Motor Fuel Tax 
funds (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed 

d. Park 
1) Pavilion Message Board – item skipped 
2) Park Use Ordinance – item skipped 
3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – item skipped 
4) Recycling Drop-Box – Trustee SZimmerman reported that Bellflower Township Supervisor Bob 

Zimmerman would split the cost of the drop-box if he receives copies of bills.  Clerk Youngblood 
will act on this item. 

e. Depot Trees – item skipped 
f. Water 

1) Lead in Drinking Water –  
• Waiting for the state to approve the Farnsworth-recommended remediation plan. 
• Mitch Yeadon will obtain cost estimates for the plan. 

2) Standby Generator for Water Tower – Yeagle Electric will provide a cost estimate 
3) Fire Hydrant Flushing Job Description – item skipped 
4) Pump Houses Security and Expansion – item skipped 
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g. Equipment 
1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – no report 

h. Police Protection by LeRoy – item skipped 
i. Village Insurance – item skipped 
j. Financial 

1) FY20-21 Salary Schedule – MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to adopt and approve Ordinance 
2020-03 “An Ordinance Establishing the Salary Schedule to be used during the Fiscal Year 
beginning May 1, 2020 and ending April 30, 2021.” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Lytel. 
Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustee Aldrich, Cox, Grussing, Lytel, and SZimmerman; Nay-None; 
Absent-Trustee JZimmerman. Summary: Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1). Motion passed. 

2) FY20-21 Budget – Trustee SZimmerman distributed a first draft which will be updated once 
April 30, 2020 fiscal year end numbers are available (copy attached). 

k. Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network – item skipped 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Heartland Bank Accounts – 

• The village has been receiving John A. Power memorial donations payable to “Bellflower 
Community Center.”  Heartland Bank will not deposit into the General Fund any checks that are 
not payable to “Village of Bellflower.” 

• Clerk Youngblood assumed accounting responsibilities effective May 1, 2020.  He will need 
online access to all village accounts, as Tina Tjarks’ access has been discontinued. 

• MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve all paperwork needed to (1) open a new Heartland 
bank account entitled “Bellflower Community Center” and (2) permit Clerk Youngblood to have 
online access to all village bank accounts.  Seconded by Trustee Cox.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. 

b. Annual Library Report (copy attached) – report distributed.  Trustee Aldrich will review repair needs 
for the new budget. 

c. July 4th Status – table further action until the June 2020 meeting. 
 
REPORTS 
a. President Ellis 

1) Don Harden Field dugouts are being replaced.  The old benches are available free to anyone. 
2) Chad Yeadon is going to pour concrete for a project on his property.  He would like permission to 

extend the area being poured onto the alleyway.  The board was not in favor of granting any 
alleyway easement.  President Ellis will communicate the decision to Chad. 

3) Depot – the mesh screens installed near the roofline need to be replaced to prevent pests. 
4) Wellhouse door needs to be replaced with a fiberglass door. 

b. Trustee Grussing 
1) Depot – chimney cap needed to prevent bird entry. 
2) Library – Bob Althouse estimate to install flood light illuminating Shorty Lykins Park tabled. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adjourn and reschedule the next regular meeting from June 14, 2020 to 
June 7, 2020. Seconded by Trustee Grussing. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. The meeting adjourned 
at 8:11 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Cafeteria on Sunday, June 7, 2020 at 
6:00 p.m. 







BELLFLOWER MUNICIPAL CODE 

EXTRACT FROM CHAPTER 13 - NUISANCES 

13.17 LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or raise any cattle, hogs, sheep, horses, chickens, 
ducks, geese, or other livestock or poultry within the corporate limits of the Village. 
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MAY 20, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the special meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on May 18, 2020 at 1:50 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustees Skee Aldrich and Mike Cox 
 Four of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood,  
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION 
a. Response to Heart of Illinois COVID-19 plan for re-opening the region. 

• Board expressed support for a letter to be sent to Governor Pritzker (copy attached) 
• President Ellis will attend a meeting of mayors on Thursday, May 21, and will extend village 

support 
b. Water tower generator 

• Yeagle Electric estimate #635 was presented for installation labor and materials not to exceed 
$10,000.00 (copy attached) 

• MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to accept Yeagle Electric estimate #635.  Seconded by 
Trustee Lytel.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

c. President Ellis reported that Village of Arrowsmith President Chad Walden indicates Arrowsmith 
wants to purchase a new vehicle to be used for police patrols.  The Downs Police Department 
currently uses a vehicle owned by Arrowsmith.  Village Board consensus:  no interest. 

d. President Ellis reported receipt of $3,921.28 deposited into MFT Fund.  The payment was termed 
“Rebuild Illinois Installment #1 for FY2020 Local Roads and Streets.” 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Lytel. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, June 7, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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JUNE 7, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on June 5, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustees Mike Cox and Bart Lytel 
 Four of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Deb Hensley, Greg Hobbs, Colton Hobbs, Raymond White 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve minutes of both the regular meeting held on May 3, 2020 
and the special meeting held on May 20, 2020.  Seconded by Trustee JZimmerman.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  
Motion passed. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to approve the May 2020 Account Register (copy attached). Seconded by 
Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Deb Hensley – presented Bellflower Community Library Reopening Plan (copy attached).  If the village 
board approves, it will be discussed at the library board meeting on June 10, and the targeted reopening 
date is June 17.  MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve the library reopening plan as presented.  
Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
Greg Hobbs – discussed work he and Raymond White have done to clean-out drainage tiles in front of his 
house, which remain blocked.  Work has progressed within 20 feet of state property.  President Ellis 
stated drainage tiles are the responsibility of the Lotus Drainage District.  With the proximity to state 
property, Trustee JZimmerman will contact the state highway department district engineer to determine if 
they can provide any assistance for tiles going under State Highway 54. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Municipal Codes 

1) Nuisances 
a) Abandoned Vehicles – no report. 
b) Dangerous Buildings – village attorney received title searches; action to be determined. 
c) Diesel Truck Idling – no report. 



2020-06-07 Minutes – Approved on July 12, 2020 Page 2 

d) International Property Maintenance Code – board expressed interest.  Clerk Youngblood will
contact the village attorney about the cost and how we adopt and incorporate into our codes.

2) Dogs and Other Animals
a) Chad Thomas “chickens” violation notice – violation cure date was May 31, 2020.  President

Ellis reported he authorized an extension due to soggy ground preventing chicken coop
removal.  MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to extend the violation cure date to June 19,
2020 with no further extension to be granted.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 4 yes, -0-
no.  Motion passed.

b. Community Center
1) Cafeteria painting – table pending better understanding of COVID-19 effect on state revenue.  If 

Pagel Construction does mold removal, get a separate quote from Pagel.
2) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – table pending revenue review.
3) Door locks on costume closets in kindergarten room – locksmith will try next week.
4) Alumni pictures location – no report.
5) Swing set behind gym – structure is okay; needs pressure wash.
6) Newman use

a) Re-key Band Room closets – no report.
b) New rental agreement – no report.

7) Dumpster – President Ellis will contact Knight Environmental to review options for ongoing use 
of tote, and ability to obtain dumpster when needed, e.g., Newmans, village events.

8) Security devices – no report.
9) FY20-21 Township $10,000 Project – possibly use for security devices (item b8).

c. Streets
1) Gravel – no report.
2) Signs

a) Signs requiring new poles in the ground – no report.
b) Seven “No Overnight Parking” signs for Village Lines – need update from Trustee Cox.

d. Park
1) Pavilion Message Board – no report.
2) Park Use Ordinance – review next month.
3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – replacement tentatively scheduled to begin Saturday, June 13.
4) Lighting at Shorty Lykins Park – estimate from Bob Althouse for $190 to install a floodlight on 

the north side of the library.  MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to accept the $190 Bob Althouse 
estimate to install a floodlight at Shorty Lykins Park.  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 4 yes,
-0- no.  Motion passed.

e. Depot
1) Trees – President Ellis will contact Fryman Tree Service about grinding the tree stumps.  Trustee 

JZimmerman will contact Onarga Nursery about tree replacement.
2) Mesh screens near roofline – no report.
3) Chimney Cap – no report.  NOTE-Trustee Aldrich will investigate renting a manlift to assist with 

both items e2 and e3.
f. Water

1) Lead in Drinking Water – no change; waiting for the state to approve the Farnsworth-
recommended remediation plan.

2) Standby Generator for Water Tower – Yeagle Electric ordered equipment; coordinating with 
Ameren.

3) Fire Hydrant Flushing Job Description – President Ellis will furnish suggested description
4) Pump Houses Security and Expansion – no report.
5) Wellhouse Door – no report.

g. Equipment
1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – no report
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h. Police Protection by LeRoy – no report. 
i. Village Insurance – Trustee Aldrich reported Compass committed to providing estimate next month. 
j. Financial 

1) FY20-21 Budget – Trustee SZimmerman distributed a final draft.  Additional changes:  increase 
Water Fund Engineering from $3,000 to $6,000; increase Library Operating Expense from $2,500 
to $4,500 (expand library budget to allow using all library donations to date; going forward, 
donations received in any fiscal year will be available and must be spent during the next fiscal 
year).  MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to adopt the FY20-21 budget, as amended, for use in the 
FY20-21 Appropriations Ordinance.  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  
Motion passed. 

k. Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network – table. 
l. July 4th – MOTION by Trustee Grussing to cancel July 4th village-sponsored activities for 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 situation and state guidelines.  Seconded by Trustee JZimmerman.  Roll call vote:  
Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Grussing, JZimmerman, and SZimmerman; Nay-none; Absent-Trustees Cox 
and Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (4), Nay (0), Absent (2).  Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to permit the Lions Café to use picnic tables from Don Harden 

Field Pavilion for outside dining during the COVID-19 restricted phase.  Seconded by Trustee 
Grussing.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

b. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to deny permission to Justin Jiles for a Champaign-based baseball 
team to use the Don Harden Field baseball diamond, subject to reconsideration once the state eases 
recreational activity restrictions.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

c. MOTION by Trustee Grussing to permit the Bellflower Christian Church to hold once-a-month 
services at the Don Harden Field Pavilion during Summer 2020.  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  
Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

d. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to reimburse Jeff Repp $350 for removal of a tree in front of his 
house.  Seconded by Trustee JZimmerman.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

e. MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to repair the water main valve at Don Harden Field.  Seconded by 
Trustee Grussing.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 
a. Trustee Grussing – exterior light above village office appears defective; will contact Bob Althouse 
b. Trustee SZimmerman – will investigate options to replace lights in bus garage with energy efficient 

lights. 
c. Trustee JZimmerman – feral cats continue to be a problem with no solution. 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee JZimmerman. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:34 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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JUNE 18, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the special meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on June 16, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION 
a. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to reopen the Bellflower Community Center effective July 1, 

2020 with the following stipulations: 
• Only the Cafeteria and attached bathrooms will be available for rental by groups of 50 or fewer 

people. 
• Enter through the exterior doors to the Cafeteria lobby. 
• The Kitchen and all other areas of the Community Center will remain closed. 
• The Cafeteria rental rate of $70 for the first 3 hours ($25 per additional hour) remains in effect. 

The rate remains the same due to sanitizing requirements. 
• Any individual or group renting the Cafeteria is responsible for enforcing COVID-19 safety 

guidelines (social distancing, facial masks, etc.) in place on the date of use. 
• Any individual or group renting the Cafeteria is responsible for enforcing all posted rules for use 

of the Cafeteria. 
• These regulations will remain in effect until Restore Illinois Phase 5 is achieved. 
Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

b. Heartland Bank will no longer allow online access to village bank accounts by Clerk Youngblood 
unless he is also a check signer.  MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to approve Clerk Youngblood to 
1) be a check signer with full authority on all Heartland Bank accounts, and 2) continue to have 
online access.  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Cox. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, July 12, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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JULY 12, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on July 10, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Minutes of the regular meeting held on June 7, 2020 – under Old Business, item e(1), the words 

“Oneida Nursery” will be corrected to read “Onarga Nursery” 
• Minutes of the special meeting held on June 18, 2020 
• June 2020 Account Register (copy attached) 
MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve the foregoing consent agenda items, as corrected.  
Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
Telephone numbers to contact police:  911 (emergency); 309-888-5030 (non-emergency). 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Municipal Codes 

1) Nuisances 
• Abandoned Vehicles – no report. 
• Dangerous Buildings 

• Bidner House – village attorney Steve Mahrt waiting to hear from President Ellis on 2 
options: (1) Bidner would convey the property to the village in lieu of foreclosing on a 
lien for village work to mow and board up the house, then village would have to 
demolish; or (2) file complaint for repair/demolition with the Circuit Court. 

• Bogard Barn – attorney Mahrt located the Bogards; President Ellis to execute a complaint 
for repair/demolition which will then be filed with the Circuit Court. 

• Diesel Truck Idling – no further action will be taken at this time. 
• International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) – cost around $200; next update scheduled 

for 2021; table until new version available, at which time the board will adopt ordinance to 
incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code. 

2) Dogs and Other Animals 
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• Chad Thomas “chickens” violation notice – chickens removed; complete. 
b. Community Center 

1) Cafeteria painting – Pagel Construction will review/recommend solution to mold problem in 
lobby. 

2) Hard surface in front of Gym back doors – no further action will be taken at this time. 
3) Door locks on costume closets in kindergarten room – complete. 
4) Alumni pictures installed on concrete block wall – Trustee Aldrich continuing to review alternate 

solutions. 
5) Newman use 

• Re-key Band Room closets – complete. 
• New rental agreement – Trustee Grussing needs to speak with Father Chase. 

6) Dumpster – President Ellis will contact Knight Environmental to review options for ongoing use 
of tote, and ability to obtain dumpster when needed, e.g., Newmans, village events. 

7) Security devices – Trustee SZimmerman received estimate from F.E. Moran Security Solutions 
(copy attached) to install 3 cameras to cover all areas of entry and chokepoints (gym, main hall, 
and cafeteria).  Acquisition options: 
• Purchase $3,305 plus $50 monthly service plan (5 years = $6.305); or 
• 5-Year Lease including service agreement $105/month ($6,300) 
Will check with Township about funding the acquisition. 

c. Streets 
1) Gravel – no report. 
2) Signs 

• Signs requiring new poles in the ground – no report. 
• Seven “No Overnight Parking” signs for Village Lines – Trustee Cox will order. 

d. Park 
1) Pavilion Message Board – Trustees Grussing and Aldrich will review installation. 
2) Park Use Ordinance – MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to adopt Ordinance 2020-05 “Park 

Rules” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, 
Cox, Grussing, JZimmerman, and SZimmerman; Nay-none; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  
Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1).  Motion passed. 

3) Dugouts at Don Harden Field – concrete and framing complete; awaiting roof installation. 
4) Lighting at Shorty Lykins Park – pending installation by Bob Althouse. 

e. Depot 
1) Trees – President Ellis will contact Fryman Tree Service about grinding the tree stumps.  Trustee 

JZimmerman needs to get more information from Onarga Nursery about tree replacement. 
2) Mesh screens near roofline – Trustee Aldrich will replace when cooler weather. 
3) Chimney Cap – Trustee Aldrich will install when cooler weather. 

f. Water 
1) Lead in Drinking Water – initial 10 tests were all OK; 2nd round of tests needed, and if clear, we 

are done per IL EPA.  Once clear, insert “all OK” notice in water bills.  Still waiting for the IL 
EPA to approve the Farnsworth-recommended corrosion remediation plan. 

2) Standby Generator for Water Tower – no report. 
3) Fire Hydrant Flushing Job Description – President Ellis will furnish suggested description. 
4) Pump Houses Security and Expansion – no report. 
5) Wellhouse Door – MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to accept Pagel Construction estimate 

(copy attached) for $850 to replace door.  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  
Motion passed. 

g. Equipment 
1) Repairs to mower pulled by Tractor – no report. 

h. Police Protection by LeRoy – no report. 
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i. Village Insurance – no report; after August 31, IML will not accept 2021 policy cancellation. 
j. Financial 

1) FY20-21 Appropriation Ordinance – MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to adopt Ordinance 
2020-04 “Appropriation Ordinance for 2020-2021” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee 
Aldrich.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Cox, Grussing, JZimmerman, and SZimmerman; 
Nay-none; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1).  Motion passed. 

k. Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network – no further action will be taken at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Cafeteria Rental since IL Phase 4 – Trustee JZimmerman reported rental on July 4 was a mess; 

refrigerator dirty; cafeteria floor not swept; bathrooms not scoured; Franci Miller did not open the 
building nor collect rental payment.  Follow-up: 
• Trustee Grussing will contact SERVPRO and Menold Construction to see if they would provide 

estimates to deep-clean the entire cafeteria wing. 
• Clerk Youngblood will assemble all current village job descriptions with the intent of board 

review/revision for FY21-22. 
b. Sexual Harassment Training – state mandate for all officials/employees to complete by 12/31/2020. 

Village of Bellflower and Bellflower Fire Protection District will conduct a joint mandatory training 
session on Monday, August 24, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Center Cafeteria. 

c. MOTION by Trustee Grussing to deny use of village water by BFPD to fill swimming pools.  
Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

d. MOTION by Trustee Grussing to accept the $1,829 estimate (copy attached) from Vital Education 
and Supply to purchase a new Automated External Defibrillator (AED) and supplies for the 
Community Center. Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 
a. Trustee Grussing – distributed a list of late water bills as of July 9, 2020 (copy attached).  President 

Ellis and Mitch Yeadon will be out of town over the next few weeks.  Once they are both back, 
disconnect notices will be hung on doors. 

b. Trustee SZimmerman 
• Many EXIT signs need replacement; will survey. 
• Wickboldt Water – water usage for his outside garden needs to be tracked.  President Ellis stated 

a separate water account needs to be established for his business.  Trustee SZimmerman stated a 
backflow preventer is required.  Trustee Aldrich will talk to Wickboldt. 

• Depot flagpole needs to be replaced before July 4, 2021 with a unit containing internal ropes. 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Cox to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Grussing. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Cafeteria on 
Sunday, August 9, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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AUGUST 9, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on August 7, 2020 at 3:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Mike Cox 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Scott Riddle, Compass Insurance Partners 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Village of Bellflower insurance coverage is currently placed with the Illinois Municipal League Risk 
Management Association (RMA).  The current policy period began on January 1, 2020 and will end on 
December 31, 2020.  RMA prohibits termination of existing coverage no less than 120 days prior to the 
first day of January of any given year.  Therefore, to terminate our existing policy ending December 31, 
2020, advance notification must be provided to RMA by August 31, 2020. 
 
Scott Riddle presented a proposal for Compass Insurance Partners to become the agent of record for all 
insurance needs of the Village using insurance products of Continental Western Group.  Compass’ 
proposal would replace all existing RMA coverage.  Compass premium estimates were not available for 
all coverages, and a firm quote could not be issued until October 2020.  Premium amounts presented were 
comparable to RMA premiums. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Minutes of the regular meeting held on July 12, 2020 
• July 2020 Account Register of bank and investment accounts (copy attached) 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The Activity Status List was reviewed and updated (see table beginning on page 4). 

1) Administration | Insurance – review agent of record.  MOTION by Trustee Grussing to keep 
IML insurance for 2021 policy year.  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  
Motion passed. 

2) CC | Cafeteria – remediate mold in lobby and restrooms.  MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to 
approve estimates from Pagel Construction for 1) mold remediation in the Community Center 
Cafeteria lobby, restrooms, and basement $850.00; and 2) debris clean up in the basement 
$350.00 (copies attached).  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
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3) CC | Security – install security cameras.  MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the FE Moran 
Security Solutions proposal dated July 12, 2020 (copy attached) to install 3 security cameras 
and related equipment, with a service agreement included, on a 5-year lease with estimated 
monthly payments of $105.00.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion 
passed. 

4) CC | Security – replace office exterior door light.  MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to approve the 
Bob Althouse estimate to 1) remove the existing LED light fixture, installed over the Library 
front exterior, and install over the Village Office exterior front door $20.00; and 2) replace the 
Library front exterior light with an electric eye gooseneck fixture $175.00.  Seconded by 
Trustee Lytel.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

5) CC | Trash – replace dumpster with toter.  MOTION by Trustee Grussing to modify service 
provided by Knight Environmental: 1) stop using dumpster at $67.95 monthly and start using a 
toter at $27.50 monthly, billed every 2 months; and 2) obtain on-demand dumpster when 
needed for $60 plus $10 delivery.  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  
Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Activity Status List Additions 

1) Community Center Exterior – need splash blocks for all downspouts.  Trustee SZimmerman 
will check prices at Menards. 

2) Library – maintenance projects identified by the library board (in priority order): 
 Install maintenance-free trim around front door and windows, rather than replace fixtures 
 Install maintenance-free posts/handrails at the front entrance 
 Install new back door; has not fit properly since hit by a car 
 Upgrade bathroom – install high-rise toilet, grab bar, and new sink with vanity 

3) Animal Control - Trustee Grussing spoke with the director of McLean County Animal Control. 
No villages or towns in McLean County have signed contracts with them except Bloomington. 
Anyone can bring in an animal for a $30 fee. Suggested 5 options: 
a) Work with a vet to get a tranquilizer to put in food and knock the dog out so it could be 

brought in. Someone must ensure the animal is in an enclosed area so that it does not 
wander off before going down. 

b) Contact Brent Blair who has his own contract to pick up dogs for Colfax. He sometimes 
does this to help other towns. Contacted Brent and he would come and try to catch the dog 
for $100 (per trip?) plus reimbursement of any medical/hospital bills in the event he is 
bitten by the dog. He said everyone in town would need to stop feeding it to make it easier 
for him to chase and catch. 

c) Contact Samantha Walsh(?) in LeRoy. LeRoy is looking at using one of their town 
employees to be "dogcatcher" and perhaps they would assist Bellflower on a contract basis. 

d) Check with Josh Dingle to see what Downs does for loose dogs. 
e) See if someone in Bellflower wants to catch the dog and bring it in. 

b. MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to adopt Ordinance 2020-06 “An Ordinance Adopting a Policy 
Prohibiting Sexual Harassment” (copy attached) to comply with 2019 state law changes.  Seconded 
by Trustee Aldrich.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Grussing, Lytel, JZimmerman, and 
SZimmerman; Nay-none; Absent-Trustee Cox.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1).  Motion 
passed. 

c. Clerk Youngblood presented a recommendation to use electronic payments for certain financial 
transactions: 
• Heartland Bank Bill Pay – currently write 15 monthly checks for utilities; e-pay would eliminate 

the paper check and result in payment posting to the utility within 1-2 days rather than up to 1 
week using US mail.  Village paper checks require 2 signatures; e-pay requires no signature but is 
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processed using the Village Clerk’s online secured access to Heartland Bank.  All e-payments are 
clearly identified on the monthly bank statement. 

• QuickBooks Payroll Liability Payments – both the IRS and state of Illinois require electronic 
submission of all payroll liability payments for taxes and unemployment insurance.  Both 
agencies have secure websites to allow input of required information for the agency to process an 
ACH debit against our bank account.  As part of QuickBooks payroll processing, QuickBooks 
can directly submit electronic debit requests to the IRS and state of Illinois thus eliminating the 
need to separately access either website. 

• QuickBooks Payroll Direct Deposit – at no cost to the employee or Village, QuickBooks provides 
direct deposit capabilities for paychecks.  The process is safe (secure electronic communication 
between our bank and the employee’s bank), fast (salaried employees paid as of the last day of 
the month normally receive their pay in their bank account no later than the last day of the 
month), and eliminates lost paper checks.  The service would be optional for any employee. 

MOTION by Trustee Lytel to 1) authorize the use of Heartland Bank Bill Pay; 2) authorize payroll 
liability payments through QuickBooks; and 3) authorize offering QuickBooks Payroll Direct Deposit 
to interested employees. Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 

• Trustee SZimmerman – Jay Jewell might be interested in performing some maintenance activities 
at the Community Center.  By easing into the position, and with some mentoring from Merle 
Shelton, Jay might step in should Merle decide to retire. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Aldrich. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, September 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS 

Administration | Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal 
code 

Administration | Code – create a 
digital version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added 
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book; looking for ordinance updates, 

currently searched back through 2006-2007 minutes 
Administration | Code – establish 
animal control 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action 

Administration | Code – pursue 
property maintenance code 
violations 

Ellis • 12/8/19 added 
• 2/11/20 violation notices sent 
• Bidner (N Vine) – 7/12/20 village attorney Steve Mahrt waiting to hear 

from Ellis on 2 options: (1) Bidner would convey the property to the 
village in lieu of foreclosing on a lien for village work to mow and 
board up the house, then village would have to demolish; or (2) file 
complaint for repair/demolition with the Circuit Court 

• Bidner (Rt 54) – old trailer removed; debris remains 
• Bogard (N Latcha) – 7/12/20 attorney Mahrt located the Bogards; 

8/6/20 attorney filed demolition case with Circuit Court, now needs 
sheriff to serve Bogards 

• Cash (E Kleinbeck) – slowly improving outside appearance 
• Thomas (W South) – no response 
• White (N East) – house demolished; basement remains 
• White (N Latcha) – no activity 
• Wilkins (E Kleinbeck) – 3/8/20 house burned; 7/12/20 shabby garage 

and lots of debris remain 
Administration | Code – pursue 
vehicle code violations 

Ellis • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all abandoned or 

inoperable vehicles 
Administration | Equipment – 
repair mower pulled by tractor 

Aldrich • 7/14/19 added; need to review with Andrew Ellis 

Administration | Insurance – 
review Compass Insurance interest 
in servicing VoB 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 
• 8/9/20 Compass proposal received; 8/31/20 last date to cancel 2021 

IML policy; due to lack of sufficient time to research/review proposal, 
IML policy will be kept “as is”; COMPLETE 

Administration | Personnel – 
conduct sexual harassment training 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; scheduled for 8/24, 7:00, Cafeteria, jointly with BFPD 

Administration | Personnel – 
review/revise all job descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for next fiscal year; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off 

Administration | Police – review 
interest from LeRoy Police to 
cover Bellflower 

Ellis • 9/8/19 will follow-up on comment received by Lytel 

Bus Garage | Lighting – investigate 
interior energy efficient options 

Zimmerman, S • 6/7/20 added 

CC | Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms; remove mold in lobby 
and bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; obtain another mold estimate 
• 8/9/20 approved Pagel Construction estimates for mold problem in 

lobby and basement, and debris clean-up in basement 
CC | Cafeteria – perform deep-
clean cafeteria wing 

Zimmerman, J • 8/9/20 received disinfection estimates from SERVPRO and Menold 
Construction; board decided need to deep-clean first; JZimmerman will 
contact Merry Maids 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS 
CC | Cafeteria – research 
alternative for hanging BTHS 
alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC | Rental – review/revise 
Newman Center agreement 

Grussing • 3/8/20 added 
• 7/12/20 will contact Father Chase 

CC | Safety – install splash blocks 
at all downspouts 

Zimmerman, S • 8/9/20 added; will check prices at Menards 

CC | Safety – replace AED Unit Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 new unit received; will install at top of Cafeteria lobby ramp 

CC | Safety – replace defective 
EXIT signs 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; will survey 

CC | Security – install security 
cameras 

Zimmerman, S • 3/8/20 added 
• 7/31/20 Township has no funds available in FY20-21 
• 8/9/20 approved FE Moran estimate for 5-year lease 

CC | Security – replace office 
exterior door light 

Grussing • 6/7/20 added 
• 8/9/20 approved Bob Althouse estimate to replace light 

CC | Trash – change from 
dumpster to toter, with option for 
on-demand dumpster 

Grussing • 3/8/20 added; 7/31/20 Grussing assigned 
• 8/9/20 approved Knight Environmental proposal to switch from 

dumpster to toter, and provide on-demand dumpster when needed 
Depot | install chimney cap Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 

• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 
Depot | replace flagpole Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; need new flagpole with internal ropes 

• 8/9/20 seek donations from American Legion and Historical Society 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Depot | replace mesh screens 
installed near roofline 

Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Library | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free trim around door 
and windows (priority 1) 

Aldrich • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 Pagel Construction says no need to replace windows/door 
• 8/6/20 Hensley reports the issue is the trim around the windows/door 

rather than the actual windows/door 
Library | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free posts/handrails 
(priority 2) 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added; consider Trex instead of real wood 

Library | Back Exterior – install 
new back door (priority 3) 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Library | Bathroom – upgrade with 
high-rise toilet, grab bar and new 
sink with vanity (priority 4) 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Don Harden Field – install 
new Pavilion message board 

Grussing 
Aldrich 

• 5/12/19 added 
• 8/11/19 approved estimate 
• 10/13/19 message board received 
• 7/29/20 Grussing gave message board to Aldrich to prep for install 

Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
dugouts (Farmer City Little League 
project) 

Ellis • 9/8/19 added 
• 8/9/20 roofing installed; need to re-install dugout fencing 

Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
rotten boards on upper west wall of 
Concession Stand 

 • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – grind 
tree stumps 

Ellis • 7/14/19 added 
• 8/9/20 will contact Yeagle tree service 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – install 
flood light on North side of Library 
building 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added 
• 6/7/20 approved Bob Althouse estimate 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – 
replace trees 

Ellis • 7/14/19 added 
• 8/9/20 will contact Yeagle tree service 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS 
Streets | Alleys – maintain gravel Ellis • 4/5/20 added 
Streets | Signs – install 7 “No 
Overnight Parking” signs at 
Village limits 

Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 signs received 

Streets | Signs – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman, S • 9/8/19 added 

Water | Buildings – replace door on 
Water Tower wellhouse 

Cox • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 approved Pagel Construction estimate; 8/9/20 Ellis will notify; 

8/12/20 COMPLETE 
Water | Buildings – review need 
for security / expansion at pump 
houses 

Ellis • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 awaiting estimate from Pagel Construction 

Water | Equipment – install Water 
Tower standby generator 

Ellis • 11/10/19 added 
• 5/20/20 approved Yeagle estimate 
• 6/7/20 Yeagle ordered equipment, coordinating with Ameren 

Water | Finance – address unpaid 
bills 

Grussing • 7/12/20 added; distributed past due list as of 6/30/20 
• 8/6/20 Harden waiting on someone to hang notices on doors; 8/9/20 

Ellis will contact Harden 
Water | Quality – address lead in 
drinking water 

Ellis • 11/10/19 added 
• 8/9/20 no further action will be taken regarding the Farnsworth-

recommended corrosion remediation plan; COMPLETE 
• 8/9/20 awaiting 2nd round of tests; if clear, we are done per IL EPA; 

when water tests are clear, insert “all OK” notice in water bills 
Water | Usage – establish separate 
water account for Wickboldt 
business 

Ellis • 7/12/20 added; outside garden watering for his business causes high 
usage 

• 8/9/20 Wickboldt advises backflow preventer already installed, but 
board requires letter of certification from plumber; board wants 
separate water line installed with meter; Aldrich will discuss with 
Wickboldt, then letter needed to confirm all village requirements 
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SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on September 11, 2020 at 1:45 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, and Janet Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustees Skee Aldrich and Shane Zimmerman 
 Four of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood; Village Auditor Stan Feller 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on August 9, 2020 
• Approve August 2020 financial reports 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Grussing.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
Trustee Grussing reported recurring fast traffic on West Center Street. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The Activity Status List was reviewed and updated (see table beginning on page 3).  President Ellis 

requested the list be split into 2 sections:  1 section for active projects, and 1 section for inactive 
projects that are tracked so the project is not forgotten.  Items marked COMPLETE and deleted: 
1) Administration | Code – pursue property maintenance code violations.  Raymond White house 

on N East St has been demolished and yard leveled. 
2) CC | Security – replace office exterior door light 
3) CC | Trash – replace dumpster with toter 
4) Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – grind tree stumps 
5) Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – install flood light on North side of Library building 
6) Water | Buildings – replace door on Water Tower wellhouse 
7) Water | Finance – all past-due accounts as of 6/30/2020 have received at least partial payment 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Financial Audit – Stan Feller presented the completed village financial audit report for the fiscal year 

5/1/2019 – 4/30/2020.  The financial books are in good shape, and village financial conditions are 
okay.  General comments: 
• Periodically review the need for a water rate increase to support reserves; last increase was 

7/1/2016 
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• Consider water billing every 2 months rather than quarterly to make payments easier on 
customers 

• Water books do not allow an auditor to easily determine unpaid amounts 
• Water deposits show a total deposit amount but no detail about each payment (who/amount) 
• Consider increasing the police fund tax levy to the maximum police fund levy percentage 

b. Events Committee Update – Trustee Grussing reported no further 2020 events will be scheduled due 
to the pandemic.  Board consensus was for Trustee Grussing to contact Mary Ellen Leonard and let 
her know the Community Center Gym will not be open in December (Mrs. Leonard represents the 
Catholic Church, who would have produced the 2020 Christmas Eve program). 

c. Trick or Treat 2020 hours within the village will be 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
d. Ameren Billing for Community Center Gym – currently on budget billing; will discontinue budget 

billing and resume monthly billing based on actual usage. 
e. Village Clerk Online Training – MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to permit Clerk Youngblood to 

enroll in “Role of the Clerk” online training conducted by the Municipal Clerks of Illinois at a cost of 
$100 for 4 sessions at $25 per session.  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion 
passed. 

 
REPORTS 
• President Ellis – would like the board to consider publishing and distributing a document 

summarizing key village information for taxpayers and residents, such as village structure, officials, 
contacts, ordinances, policies, issues/problems. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Cox. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Cafeteria on 
Sunday, October 11, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – create a 
digital version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added 
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Administration | Code – establish 
animal control 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action 

Administration | Code – pursue 
property maintenance code 
violations 

Ellis • 12/8/19 added 
• 2/11/20 violation notices sent 
• Bidner (N Vine) – 7/12/20 village attorney Steve Mahrt waiting to hear 

from Ellis on 2 options: (1) Bidner would convey the property to the 
village in lieu of foreclosing on a lien for village work to mow and board 
up the house, then village would have to demolish; or (2) file complaint 
for repair/demolition with the Circuit Court 

• Bidner (Rt 54) – old trailer removed; debris remains 
• Bogard (N Latcha) – 7/12/20 attorney Mahrt located the Bogards; 8/6/20 

attorney filed demolition case with Circuit Court; David served, awaiting 
service on Linda 

• Cash (E Kleinbeck) – slowly improving outside appearance 
• Thomas (W South) – no response 
• White (N Latcha) – no activity 
• Wilkins (E Kleinbeck) – 3/8/20 house burned; 7/12/20 shabby garage 

and lots of debris remain 
Administration | Personnel – 
conduct sexual harassment training 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; scheduled for 8/24, 7:00, Cafeteria, jointly with BFPD 
• 8/26/20 Mike Cox to attend makeup class, all other employees complete 

Administration | Personnel – 
review/revise all job descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for next fiscal year; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off 

CC | Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms; remove mold in lobby 
and bathrooms 

Grussing 
 
Cox 

• 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; obtain another mold estimate 
• 8/9/20 approved Pagel Construction estimates for mold problem in lobby 

and basement, and debris clean-up in basement 
CC | Safety – replace AED Unit Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 

• 8/9/20 new unit received; will install at top of Cafeteria lobby ramp 
CC | Safety – replace defective 
EXIT signs 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; will survey 

CC | Security – install security 
cameras 

Zimmerman, S • 3/8/20 added 
• 7/31/20 Township has no funds available in FY20-21 
• 8/9/20 approved FE Moran estimate for 5-year lease 

Depot | install chimney cap Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Depot | replace flagpole Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; need new flagpole with internal ropes 
• 8/9/20 seek donations from American Legion and Historical Society 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Depot | replace mesh screens 
installed near roofline 

Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Parks | Don Harden Field – install 
new Pavilion message board 

Grussing 
Aldrich 

• 5/12/19 added 
• 8/11/19 approved estimate 
• 10/13/19 message board received 
• 7/29/20 Grussing gave message board to Aldrich to prep for install 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
dugouts (Farmer City Little League 
project) 

Ellis • 9/8/19 added 
• 8/9/20 roofing installed; need to re-install dugout fencing 

Streets | Signs – install 7 “No 
Overnight Parking” signs at Village 
limits 

Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 signs received 
• 9/13/20 sign wording is wrong 

Water | Buildings – review need for 
security / expansion at pump houses 

Ellis • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 awaiting estimate from Pagel Construction 

Water | Equipment – install Water 
Tower standby generator 

Ellis • 11/10/19 added 
• 5/20/20 approved Yeagle estimate 
• 9/13/20 generator in; transfer switch on back-order 

Water | Quality – address lead in 
drinking water 

Ellis • 11/10/19 added 
• 8/9/20 awaiting 2nd round of tests; if clear, we are done per IL EPA; 

when water tests are clear, insert “all OK” notice in water bills 
Water | Usage – establish separate 
water account for Wickboldt 
business 

Ellis • 7/12/20 added; outside garden watering for his business causes high 
usage 

• 8/9/20 Wickboldt advises backflow preventer already installed, but board 
requires letter of certification from plumber; board wants separate water 
line installed with meter; Aldrich will discuss with Wickboldt, then letter 
needed to confirm all village requirements 

 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Administration | Code – pursue 
vehicle code violations 

Ellis • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all abandoned or 

inoperable vehicles 
Administration | Equipment – repair 
mower pulled by tractor 

Aldrich • 7/14/19 added; need to review with Andrew Ellis 

Administration | Police – review 
interest from LeRoy Police to cover 
Bellflower 

Ellis • 9/8/19 will follow-up on comment received by Lytel 

Bus Garage | Lighting – investigate 
interior energy efficient options 

Zimmerman, S • 6/7/20 added 

CC | Cafeteria – perform deep-clean 
cafeteria wing 

Zimmerman, J • 8/9/20 received disinfection estimates from SERVPRO and Menold 
Construction; board decided need to deep-clean first; JZimmerman will 
contact Merry Maids 

• 9/13/20 Merry Maids would charge $140 + travel 
CC | Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC | Rental – review/revise 
Newman Center agreement 

Grussing • 3/8/20 added 
• 8/9/20 Father Chase open to reviewing agreement, but no rate increase 
• 9/13/20 Father Chase transferred; will address with his replacement 

CC | Safety – install splash blocks at 
all downspouts 

Zimmerman, S • 8/9/20 added; will check prices at Menards 

Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free trim around door 
and windows 

Aldrich • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 Pagel Construction says no need to replace windows/door 
• 8/6/20 Hensley reports the issue is the trim around the windows/door 

rather than the actual windows/door 
Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free posts/handrails 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added; consider Trex instead of real wood 

Library  | Back Exterior – install 
new back door 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
Library  | Bathroom – upgrade 
with high-rise toilet, grab bar and 
new sink with vanity 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
rotten boards on upper west wall of 
Concession Stand 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – replace 
trees 

Ellis • 7/14/19 added 
• 8/9/20 will contact Yeagle tree service 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Streets | Signs – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman, S • 9/8/19 added 
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OCTOBER 18, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was originally scheduled to be held on Sunday, October 11, 2020.  Prior to that meeting, it 
was determined that a quorum would not be available.  The meeting was rescheduled to be held on 
Sunday, October 18, 2020. 
 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on October 15, 2020 at 4:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustees Skee Aldrich and Bart Lytel 
 Four of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 
 Representatives of Geronimo Energy:  Barbara Bolin, Keith Bolin, and Amber Miller 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Geronimo Energy representatives presented information about a proposed Sapphire Sky Wind Farm 
project to be located within West and Bellflower Townships (copy attached).  In accordance with Illinois 
statute 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26, the Village of Bellflower may regulate wind farms within a 1½-mile radius 
of its municipal zoning jurisdiction.  As a result, Geronimo has requested the Village approve a draft 
agreement (copy attached) in which the Village would waive its regulatory authority in exchange for an 
annual payment to the Village for each wind turbine sited within the Village jurisdiction. 
 
The board agreed to consider the draft agreement. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on September 13, 2020 
• Approve expenditures during the period September 14,2020 through October 11, 2020 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
SZimmerman.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The Activity Status List was reviewed and updated (see table beginning on page 3).  Items marked 

COMPLETE and deleted: 
1) CC | Cafeteria – 10/2/2020 Pagel Construction completed mold remediation in the cafeteria 

lobby and basement, and cleaned out debris from the basement 
2) Water | Quality – 9/25/20 IL EPA confirms no lead in drinking water; customers notified in 

October 2020 billing 
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NEW BUSINESS 
a. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to transfer funds from IL Funds-General Fund Tax Income to IL 

Funds-Water Fund Reserves to match the 4/30/2020 audited fund balances (reconciliation of equity 
and asset accounts attached).  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

b. MOTION by Trustee Grussing to set the Mediacom Franchise Fee at 5% and approve Ordinance 
2020-07 “Mediacom Franchise Fee” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  Roll call 
vote:  Aye-Trustees Cox, Grussing, JZimmerman, and SZimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustees 
Aldrich and Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (4), Nay (0), Absent (2).  Motion passed. 

c. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve Ordinance 2020-08 “Tax Levy for Fiscal Year 2020-
2021” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Cox, Grussing, 
JZimmerman, and SZimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustees Aldrich and Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (4), 
Nay (0), Absent (2).  Motion passed. 

d. Trustee Grussing presented a request he received from a resident asking if the Community Center 
grounds could be rented for a weekend event along with certain rooms within the Community Center.  
The board reiterated that the weekend rental rate for the Community Center is $700 which would 
include the grounds.  No alcohol would be allowed, and the renter must furnish liability insurance. 

e. President Ellis reported David Johnson would no longer be available to serve as a snowplow driver.  
A draft job posting was presented for review (copy attached).  There being no objection, a job 
opening will be posted at the Post Office and inserted in the November 2020 Bellflower Bulletin. 

f. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve an emergency $375 estimate from Pagel Construction 
(copy attached) to replace the roof vent above the Community Center front hall due to leaks.  
Seconded by Trustee Cox.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

 
REPORTS 
• President Ellis 

a)  Depot sidewalk is sinking; possibly repair when flagpole is replaced 
b) Community Center green front doors need repainting; possibly repaint all doors 
c)  Community Center cafeteria lobby doors need replacing 
d) Reminder – village caucus will be held on Monday, December 7, 2020 (mayor and 3 trustees) 

• Trustee Grussing 
a. Chase Daugherty (Feed Mill) is interested in securing another lot for expansion.  Looking at the 

vacant lot on the corner of N State and W Melvin streets, but that would require rezoning to 
commercial, and the board is not interested in changing the zoning from residential.  Also looking 
at the vacant lot directly behind the Lions Café and is discussing with owner. 

b. Is the gym open for winter walking?  Board confirmed building is closed during the pandemic. 
• Trustee JZimmerman – needs gravel in her alley 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 4 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, November 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – create a 
digital version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added 
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Administration | Code – establish 
animal control 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action 

Administration | Code – pursue 
property maintenance code 
violations 

Ellis • 12/8/19 added 
• 2/11/20 violation notices sent 
• Bidner (N Vine) – 7/12/20 village attorney Steve Mahrt waiting to hear 

from Ellis on 2 options: (1) Bidner would convey the property to the 
village in lieu of foreclosing on a lien for village work to mow and board 
up the house, then village would have to demolish; or (2) file complaint 
for repair/demolition with the Circuit Court; 10/7/20 Bidner willing to 
convey deed in lieu of foreclosure 

• Bidner (Rt 54) – old trailer removed; debris remains 
• Bogard (N Latcha) – 7/12/20 attorney Mahrt located the Bogards; 8/6/20 

attorney filed demolition case with Circuit Court; David served, awaiting 
service on Linda; 10/18/20 Bogard working to demolish building 

• Cash (E Kleinbeck) – slowly improving outside appearance 
• Thomas (W South) – no response; 10/18/20 refer to attorney 
• White (N Latcha) – no activity 
• Wilkins (E Kleinbeck) – 3/8/20 house burned; 7/12/20 shabby garage 

and lots of debris remain 
Administration | Personnel – 
conduct sexual harassment training 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; scheduled for 8/24, 7:00, Cafeteria, jointly with BFPD 
• 10/18/20 Myron Shelton to attend makeup class, all other employees 

complete 
Administration | Personnel – 
review/revise all job descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for next fiscal year; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off 

CC | Safety – replace AED Unit Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 new unit received; will install at top of Cafeteria lobby ramp 

CC | Safety – replace defective 
EXIT signs 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; will survey 

CC | Security – install security 
cameras 

Zimmerman, S • 3/8/20 added 
• 7/31/20 Township has no funds available in FY20-21 
• 8/9/20 approved FE Moran estimate for 5-year lease; 10/18/20 2 cameras 

installed (gym and cafeteria), awaiting receipt of 3rd camera (360° 
camera in entrance hall) 

Depot | install chimney cap Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Depot | replace flagpole Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; need new flagpole with internal ropes 
• 8/9/20 seek donations from American Legion and Historical Society 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Depot | replace mesh screens 
installed near roofline 

Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Parks | Don Harden Field – install 
new Pavilion message board 

Grussing 
Aldrich 

• 5/12/19 added 
• 8/11/19 approved estimate 
• 10/13/19 message board received 
• 7/29/20 Grussing gave message board to Aldrich to prep for install 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
dugouts (Farmer City Little League 
project) 

Ellis • 9/8/19 added 
• 8/9/20 roofing installed; need to re-install dugout fencing 

Streets | Signs – install 7 “No 
Overnight Parking” signs at Village 
limits 

Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 signs received 
• 9/13/20 sign wording is wrong 

Water | Buildings – review need for 
security / expansion at pump houses 

Ellis • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 awaiting estimate from Pagel Construction 

Water | Equipment – install Water 
Tower standby generator 

Ellis • 11/10/19 added 
• 5/20/20 approved Yeagle estimate 
• 9/13/20 generator in; transfer switch on back-order 

Water | Usage – establish separate 
water account for Wickboldt 
business 

Ellis • 7/12/20 added; outside garden watering for his business causes high 
usage 

• 8/9/20 Wickboldt advises backflow preventer already installed, but board 
requires letter of certification from plumber; board wants separate water 
line installed with meter; Aldrich will discuss with Wickboldt, then letter 
needed to confirm all village requirements 

 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Administration | Code – pursue 
vehicle code violations 

Ellis • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all abandoned or 

inoperable vehicles 
Administration | Equipment – repair 
mower pulled by tractor 

Aldrich • 7/14/19 added; need to review with Andrew Ellis 

Administration | Police – review 
interest from LeRoy Police to cover 
Bellflower 

Ellis • 9/8/19 will follow-up on comment received by Lytel 

Bus Garage | Lighting – investigate 
interior energy efficient options 

Zimmerman, S • 6/7/20 added 

CC | Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold remediation complete, but Jeff Freden 
unable to work at present time due to accident 

CC | Cafeteria – perform deep-clean 
cafeteria wing 

Zimmerman, J • 8/9/20 received disinfection estimates from SERVPRO and Menold 
Construction; board decided need to deep-clean first; JZimmerman will 
contact Merry Maids 

• 9/13/20 Merry Maids would charge $140 + travel 
CC | Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC | Rental – review/revise 
Newman Center agreement 

Grussing • 3/8/20 added 
• 8/9/20 Father Chase open to reviewing agreement, but no rate increase 
• 9/13/20 Father Chase transferred; will address with his replacement 

CC | Safety – install splash blocks at 
all downspouts 

Zimmerman, S • 8/9/20 added; will check prices at Menards 

Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free trim around door 
and windows 

Aldrich • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 Pagel Construction says no need to replace windows/door 
• 8/6/20 Hensley reports the issue is the trim around the windows/door 

rather than the actual windows/door 
Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free posts/handrails 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added; consider Trex instead of real wood 

Library  | Back Exterior – install 
new back door 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
Library  | Bathroom – upgrade 
with high-rise toilet, grab bar and 
new sink with vanity 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
rotten boards on upper west wall of 
Concession Stand 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – replace 
trees 

Ellis • 7/14/19 added 
• 8/9/20 will contact Yeagle tree service 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Streets | Signs – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman, S • 9/8/19 added 
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About Geronimo Energy

Expertise as Top U.S. Renewable Energy Company
• Geronimo is a leading North American independent 

developer and operator of utility-scale renewable energy 
projects

• We have successfully developed over 2,400 megawatts 
(MW) of wind and solar projects (currently in operation or 
under construction)

• Our experience team of ~75 professionals are experts in 
development, construction and operations

• The 7,000+ MW Geronimo Energy pipeline stretches across 
the United States, including ~3,000 MW in advanced 
development phases



www.geronimoenergy.com 3Proprietary & Confidential

A National Grid Company

Who is National Grid?
• British based multinational electricity and gas utility company

• Owns electricity transmission network in England and Wales, 
operates in Great Britain

• Supplies 20+ million people in the NE US with electricity and gas
• Geronimo Energy is a subsidiary of National Grid’s unregulated arm, 

National Grid Ventures, and is the company’s renewable energy 
platform

What is the value-add to customers?
• Long-term Ownership Partner

• We develop, construct, own and operate our projects. 
• Financial Strength

• National Grid is one of the largest and strongest energy 
companies in the world with a fortified balance sheet.

• Competitive Renewables
• Scale and access to capital create efficiencies that result in low-

cost renewable pricing.
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Project Information

Sapphire Sky Wind Farm Proposed Project
• Up to 250MW 
• Located in West and Bellflower 

Townships
• Located in LeRoy and Blue Ridge 

School Districts
• Approximately 30,100 acres signed
• Over 113 landowners within McLean
• Permit application expected by end of 

2020
• Construction expected in 2022
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Project Information

Sapphire Sky Wind Farm Proposed Project
• Property Taxes Generated

 30 Year Total: $67 million
 30 Year avg Annual: $2.2 

million
 30 Year Total LeRoy School 

District: $15.8 million, 
$528,000 a year average

 30 Year Total Bellflower 
Township: $2.8 million, 
$95,000 a year average

• 390 new jobs during construction for 
McLean County

• 942 new jobs during construction for 
the State of Illinois
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Project Preliminary Layout
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Village of Bellflower
Siting Agreement
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Turbines Within 1.5 Miles

Draft as proposed:
• $3,000 per turbine annually fixed for first 5 years

• After 5 years a percentage increase of 2.5% annually

• It would allow a certain number of turbines within the 1.5 
mile area

• Actual locations are proposed, but not finalized. Number 
could decrease, but would not increase, do to siting 
constraints as we continue with engineering.  
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Turbines Within 1.5 Miles
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Contact Information

Amber Miller
Permitting Specialist
amiller@nationalgridrenables.com
331-215-3406

Keith Bolin 
Project Manager
keith@nationalgridrenewables.com
312-330-0608

Ben Adamich
Market Lead Developer
ben@nationalgridrenewables.com
952-358-5667

mailto:amiller@nationalgridrenables.com
mailto:keith@nationalgridrenewables.com
mailto:ben@geronimoenergy.com
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COMPENSATION AND WAIVER OF SITING AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
 
THIS COMPENSATION AND WAIVER OF SITING AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
(“Agreement”) is made this _____ day of ________, 2020, between Sapphire Sky Wind 
Farm, LLC (“Developer”) and the VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, an Illinois 
Municipal Corporation (“Village”) (individually Developer and the Village are each a 
“Party” and collectively are the “Parties”).   
 
WHEREAS, Developer intends to construct, own and operate a wind energy conversion 
system (the “Project”) in McLean County, Illinois and has presented to the Village 
preliminary plans identifying the approximate location of the Project facilities;  
 
WHEREAS, the Project includes Sixteen (16) wind energy turbines and other ancillary 
Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village, as 
shown on Exhibit A attached hereto; 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26, the Village may regulate the siting of wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village; 
 
WHEREAS, the Village has not enacted any ordinance regulating the siting of wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village;  
 
WHEREAS, in consideration for this Agreement, the Village agrees it will not regulate 
the siting of the Sixteen (16) wind energy turbines and other ancillary Project 
improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village, but will 
instead defer all siting decisions to the County of McLean; 
 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the potential impacts of the Project upon the Village, 
Developer shall make annual payments to the Village as set forth herein; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises made herein and for other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, 
the Parties hereby agree as follows: 
 
1. The recitals are adopted and incorporated as material terms of this Agreement. 

2. Except for the 16 (16) wind energy turbines (and ancillary improvements associated 
with such turbines) shown on Exhibit A, Developer shall not place or site any other wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the Village’s corporate limits, as such boundaries exist 
as of the date of this Agreement and as depicted on Exhibit A. 

3. Village hereby agrees it shall not regulate, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26 (or any 
other authority) the siting of the Sixteen (16) wind energy turbines and other ancillary 
Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village as 
shown on Exhibit A.   
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4. Village hereby delegates all siting authority for the Sixteen (16) wind energy 
turbines and other ancillary Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate 
limits of the Village to the County of McLean.  The Village hereby specifically waives, 
relinquishes and agrees not to exercise its potential zoning, siting and regulatory authority 
over all improvements of the Project, including wind energy turbines, installed outside of 
the Village’s corporate limits but within 1.5 miles of the boundary of the Village’s 
corporate limits, as such boundaries exist as of the date of this Agreement or thereafter, 
including such authority as granted to the Village by 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26.  The Village 
hereby defers to the County of McLean with respect to all requisite zoning, siting and 
regulatory approvals and permits for such Project improvements.  The Parties agree to 
provide a copy of this Agreement to the County of McLean.  
 
5. Contingent upon (i) the commencement of commercial operation for electricity 
production for sale by the Project (and excluding the production of any “test” energy) (such 
date “COD”) and (ii) the placement of a minimum of at least one (1) Project wind energy 
turbine within 1.5 miles of the boundary of the Village’s corporate limits, as such 
boundaries exist as of the date of this Agreement, Developer shall make annual payments 
to the Village for each wind energy turbine for the Project installed within 1.5 miles of the 
boundary of the Village’s corporate limits.     
 
6. The amount of the annual payment per wind energy turbine shall be as set forth in 
Exhibit B attached hereto.   
 
7. Upon decommissioning of Project’s wind energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the 
boundary of the Village’s corporate limits, Developer’s obligation to make the annual 
payment to the Village shall terminate, and this Agreement shall terminate.   
 
8. The Village further agrees that it will not: 
 

(A) Obstruct, delay, frustrate or oppose the Project in any way or encourage any 
other party to do so; or   

(B) Take any action, directly or indirectly, or encourage another party to take 
any action, directly or indirectly, with any governmental authority, to oppose the 
issuance to Developer of any permit, grant, right, application or similar 
governmental action related to the Project in any way.  The Village also expressly 
agrees that it will not oppose the placement by Developer of any Project 
infrastructure, including, but not limited to: transmission systems, substations, 
underground electrical collection systems or access roads located outside of the 
corporate limits of the Village.   

9. If the Village breaches the terms of this Agreement, then, in addition to any other 
remedies available to Developer at law or in equity, the Developer may obtain a refund of 
all amounts paid by Developer to Village pursuant to this Agreement.   

10. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the respective 
heirs, executors, administrators, assigns and successors of each Party. 
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11. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which so 
executed shall be deemed to be an original and such counterparts together shall constitute 
one and the same instrument. 

12. Any written communication will be deemed to have been given or made on the day 
on which it was delivered if it is received before 5:00p.m. on the day in question or, if such 
day is not a business day or if such written communication is received after 5:00p.m., then 
delivery will be deemed to have occurred on the next following business day. Either Party 
may from time to time change its address for service hereunder by notice to the other Party.  
Any notice, request, demand or other instrument which may be required or permitted to be 
delivered, given or served upon either Party will be sufficiently delivered, given or served 
upon the Party in question, if in writing, and if either delivered by hand or if sent by 
certified mail (return receipt requested), courier or nationally recognized overnight delivery 
service mailed, in each case addressed as referenced below:  

(A) In the case of Village to: 

 Village of Bellflower 
 104 W. Center St.  
 Bellflower, IL  61724  
  
 
 

(B) In the case of Developer to: 

 
Sapphire Sky Wind Farm, LLC 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437______ 
Attn:  General Counsel 
 
 

13. Each Party acknowledges having obtained its own independent legal advice with 
respect to this Agreement and the transactions contemplated hereby to the fullest extent 
deemed necessary by each Party prior to its execution and delivery.  There will be no 
presumption that any ambiguity in this Agreement and any documents contemplated 
hereby be resolved in favor of either of the Parties. The execution, delivery and 
performance by the Parties of this Agreement has been duly authorized by all necessary 
action and there are no approvals, authorizations, consents, or other action necessary to 
authorize either Party’s execution and delivery of this Agreement. 

14. This Agreement shall be governed by and be construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Illinois.   

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement is executed effective as of the day and 

year first above written. 
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SAPPHIRE SKY WIND FARM, LLC 

By: ________________________________  

Name:   ____________________________  

Title:   _____________________________  

 

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 

By: _________________________________  

Name: ______________________________  

Title: _______________________________  
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PROJECT AND VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE TO VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 
 
 

YEAR Payment Per Turbine 
1 3,000 
2 3,000 
3 3,000 
4 3,000 
5 3,000 
6 3,075 
7 3,152 
8 3,231 
9 3,311 

10 3,394 
11 3,479 
12 3,566 
13 3,655 
14 3,747 
15 3,840 
16 3,936 
17 4,035 
18 4,136 
19 4,239 
20 4,345 
21 4,454 
22 4,565 
23 4,679 
24 4,796 
25 4,916 
26 5,039 
27 5,165 
28 5,294 
29 5,426 
30 5,562 

 







herb.youngblood
Text Box
Last Mediacom franchise fee payment received in January 2017 for calendar year 2016.

herb.youngblood
Text Box
Total 1% fee for 2016

herb.youngblood
Text Box
October 2020 Notes:Satellite providers and others are not subject to a franchise fee.  Not a level playing field.Currently 39 Mediacom customers in BellflowerExample: HLY total bill ~= $250 (video, internet and phone).  The video portion of the bill ~= $164 (had to get this from Esther, as the bill total is 1 bundled amount).  Therefore, the fee you pass will be assessed on my bill as follows:          1% fee = $1.64          2% fee = $3.28          3% fee = $4.92          4% fee = $6.56          5% fee = $8.20































 
 
 
 

MAILING ADDRESS  ESTON ELLIS, PRESIDENT 
PO BOX 244   
BELLFLOWER, IL  61724-0244 TRUSTEES 
 SKEE ALDRICH, MIKE COX, 
 ALLEN GRUSSING, BART LYTEL, 
 JANET ZIMMERMAN, SHANE ZIMMERMAN 
  
 HERB YOUNGBLOOD, CLERK 
 

10/19/2020 

JOB OPENING 
 
JOB TITLE: Snowplow Driver 
  
CLASSIFICATION: Part-time 
  
MANAGER: Village Mayor 
  
DUTIES: Remove snow from Village-owned streets and alleys: 

• Clear all snow accumulations over 2" 
• Plowed area should be 2 passes wide 
• Push back corners after streets are cleared 

 
Maintain Village equipment in good working order by 
promptly reporting any breakdowns or needed repairs. 

  
REQUIREMENTS: Valid Illinois driver's license for the truck to be driven. 

 
Available to work whenever needed or requested, 
regardless of time of day. 
 
Ability to work outdoors in cold weather. 

  
COMPENSATION: $12.00 per hour, paid from monthly timesheet 
  
TO APPLY: Contact Mayor Eston Ellis 

(309) 722-3392 
mayor.97@hotmail.com 

 





VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 

2020-10-27 Minutes Special Meeting – Approved on November 8, 2020 Page 1 

OCTOBER 27, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the special meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees to order at 
7:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on October 24, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing (remote attendance by Zoom), Bart Lytel 
       (arrived at 7:11 p.m.), Janet Zimmerman, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Six of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood, Attorney Steven Mahrt 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The meeting topic was limited to reviewing the Geronimo Energy draft siting agreement proposal for the 
Sapphire Sky Wind Farm project (copy attached).  Attorney Mahrt commented: 

• The Village is authorized to regulate a wind farm within a 1½-mile radius of the Village limits. 
• Geronimo Energy is, in effect, buying the Village’s silence on siting regulation. 
• Attorney Mahrt will discuss with Geronimo’s counsel the following changes to the agreement: 

o Add clause specifying actions to be taken if Geronimo does not perform 
o Add clause addressing future assignment of contract 
o Add clause specifying deadlines for fixing problems such as TV interference 
o Incorporate existing McLean County wind farm standards 
o Add restrictions regarding use of Village streets 

 
The board scheduled a public information meeting to be held on Thursday, November 12, 2020 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center. 
 
President Ellis will contact our McLean County Board representative Jim Soldner. 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Cox. Vote 6 yes, -0- no. Motion passed. The 
meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center Cafeteria on 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 
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COMPENSATION AND WAIVER OF SITING AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
 
THIS COMPENSATION AND WAIVER OF SITING AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
(“Agreement”) is made this _____ day of ________, 2020, between Sapphire Sky Wind 
Farm, LLC (“Developer”) and the VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, an Illinois 
Municipal Corporation (“Village”) (individually Developer and the Village are each a 
“Party” and collectively are the “Parties”).   
 
WHEREAS, Developer intends to construct, own and operate a wind energy conversion 
system (the “Project”) in McLean County, Illinois and has presented to the Village 
preliminary plans identifying the approximate location of the Project facilities;  
 
WHEREAS, the Project includes Sixteen (16) wind energy turbines and other ancillary 
Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village, as 
shown on Exhibit A attached hereto; 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26, the Village may regulate the siting of wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village; 
 
WHEREAS, the Village has not enacted any ordinance regulating the siting of wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village;  
 
WHEREAS, in consideration for this Agreement, the Village agrees it will not regulate 
the siting of the Sixteen (16) wind energy turbines and other ancillary Project 
improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village, but will 
instead defer all siting decisions to the County of McLean; 
 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the potential impacts of the Project upon the Village, 
Developer shall make annual payments to the Village as set forth herein; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises made herein and for other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, 
the Parties hereby agree as follows: 
 
1. The recitals are adopted and incorporated as material terms of this Agreement. 

2. Except for the 16 (16) wind energy turbines (and ancillary improvements associated 
with such turbines) shown on Exhibit A, Developer shall not place or site any other wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the Village’s corporate limits, as such boundaries exist 
as of the date of this Agreement and as depicted on Exhibit A. 

3. Village hereby agrees it shall not regulate, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26 (or any 
other authority) the siting of the Sixteen (16) wind energy turbines and other ancillary 
Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village as 
shown on Exhibit A.   
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4. Village hereby delegates all siting authority for the Sixteen (16) wind energy 
turbines and other ancillary Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate 
limits of the Village to the County of McLean.  The Village hereby specifically waives, 
relinquishes and agrees not to exercise its potential zoning, siting and regulatory authority 
over all improvements of the Project, including wind energy turbines, installed outside of 
the Village’s corporate limits but within 1.5 miles of the boundary of the Village’s 
corporate limits, as such boundaries exist as of the date of this Agreement or thereafter, 
including such authority as granted to the Village by 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26.  The Village 
hereby defers to the County of McLean with respect to all requisite zoning, siting and 
regulatory approvals and permits for such Project improvements.  The Parties agree to 
provide a copy of this Agreement to the County of McLean.  
 
5. Contingent upon (i) the commencement of commercial operation for electricity 
production for sale by the Project (and excluding the production of any “test” energy) (such 
date “COD”) and (ii) the placement of a minimum of at least one (1) Project wind energy 
turbine within 1.5 miles of the boundary of the Village’s corporate limits, as such 
boundaries exist as of the date of this Agreement, Developer shall make annual payments 
to the Village for each wind energy turbine for the Project installed within 1.5 miles of the 
boundary of the Village’s corporate limits.     
 
6. The amount of the annual payment per wind energy turbine shall be as set forth in 
Exhibit B attached hereto.   
 
7. Upon decommissioning of Project’s wind energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the 
boundary of the Village’s corporate limits, Developer’s obligation to make the annual 
payment to the Village shall terminate, and this Agreement shall terminate.   
 
8. The Village further agrees that it will not: 
 

(A) Obstruct, delay, frustrate or oppose the Project in any way or encourage any 
other party to do so; or   

(B) Take any action, directly or indirectly, or encourage another party to take 
any action, directly or indirectly, with any governmental authority, to oppose the 
issuance to Developer of any permit, grant, right, application or similar 
governmental action related to the Project in any way.  The Village also expressly 
agrees that it will not oppose the placement by Developer of any Project 
infrastructure, including, but not limited to: transmission systems, substations, 
underground electrical collection systems or access roads located outside of the 
corporate limits of the Village.   

9. If the Village breaches the terms of this Agreement, then, in addition to any other 
remedies available to Developer at law or in equity, the Developer may obtain a refund of 
all amounts paid by Developer to Village pursuant to this Agreement.   

10. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the respective 
heirs, executors, administrators, assigns and successors of each Party. 
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11. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which so 
executed shall be deemed to be an original and such counterparts together shall constitute 
one and the same instrument. 

12. Any written communication will be deemed to have been given or made on the day 
on which it was delivered if it is received before 5:00p.m. on the day in question or, if such 
day is not a business day or if such written communication is received after 5:00p.m., then 
delivery will be deemed to have occurred on the next following business day. Either Party 
may from time to time change its address for service hereunder by notice to the other Party.  
Any notice, request, demand or other instrument which may be required or permitted to be 
delivered, given or served upon either Party will be sufficiently delivered, given or served 
upon the Party in question, if in writing, and if either delivered by hand or if sent by 
certified mail (return receipt requested), courier or nationally recognized overnight delivery 
service mailed, in each case addressed as referenced below:  

(A) In the case of Village to: 

 Village of Bellflower 
 104 W. Center St.  
 Bellflower, IL  61724  
  
 
 

(B) In the case of Developer to: 

 
Sapphire Sky Wind Farm, LLC 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437______ 
Attn:  General Counsel 
 
 

13. Each Party acknowledges having obtained its own independent legal advice with 
respect to this Agreement and the transactions contemplated hereby to the fullest extent 
deemed necessary by each Party prior to its execution and delivery.  There will be no 
presumption that any ambiguity in this Agreement and any documents contemplated 
hereby be resolved in favor of either of the Parties. The execution, delivery and 
performance by the Parties of this Agreement has been duly authorized by all necessary 
action and there are no approvals, authorizations, consents, or other action necessary to 
authorize either Party’s execution and delivery of this Agreement. 

14. This Agreement shall be governed by and be construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Illinois.   

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement is executed effective as of the day and 

year first above written. 
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SAPPHIRE SKY WIND FARM, LLC 

By: ________________________________  

Name:   ____________________________  

Title:   _____________________________  

 

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 

By: _________________________________  

Name: ______________________________  

Title: _______________________________  

 

 
  



5 
 

 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

PROJECT AND VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE TO VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 
 
 

YEAR Payment Per Turbine 
1 3,000 
2 3,000 
3 3,000 
4 3,000 
5 3,000 
6 3,075 
7 3,152 
8 3,231 
9 3,311 

10 3,394 
11 3,479 
12 3,566 
13 3,655 
14 3,747 
15 3,840 
16 3,936 
17 4,035 
18 4,136 
19 4,239 
20 4,345 
21 4,454 
22 4,565 
23 4,679 
24 4,796 
25 4,916 
26 5,039 
27 5,165 
28 5,294 
29 5,426 
30 5,562 

 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 

2020-11-08 Minutes – Approved on December 13, 2020 Page 1 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on November 6, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and 
       Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Six of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood, Village Attorney Steven Mahrt 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 
 Representatives of Geronimo Energy:  Keith Bolin, Amber Miller, and Attorney Jim Griffin 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Geronimo Energy proposes to construct an 85-turbine wind farm, to be known as Sapphire Sky Wind 
Farm, located within West and Bellflower Townships.  Of the 85 proposed turbines, 17 are slated to be 
installed within a 1½-mile radius of the village’s corporate limits.  In accordance with Illinois statute 
65 ILCS 5/11-13-26, the Village of Bellflower may regulate wind farms located within a 1½-mile radius 
of its municipal zoning jurisdiction. 
 
At the October 18, 2020 village board meeting, Geronimo Energy presented a draft agreement for the 
board’s approval.  In exchange for the village waiving its regulatory authority, Geronimo Energy would, 
for a period of 30 years, make annual payments to the village for each turbine installed within the 
1½-mile zone. 
 
General discussion was held between board members and Geronimo Energy representatives regarding a 
revised version of the agreement (copy attached). 
 
A special meeting of the village board is scheduled to be held on Thursday, November 12, 2020 at which 
time village residents will be invited to provide comments about the proposed 17 wind turbines. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on October 18, 2020 
• Approve minutes of the special meeting held on October 27, 2020 
• Approve expenditures during the period October 12, 2020 through November 8, 2020 
MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Aldrich.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. The Activity Status List was reviewed and updated (see table beginning on page 3).  Items marked 

COMPLETE and deleted: 
1) CC | Safety – 11/8/2020 new AED unit installed at top of ramp in Cafeteria lobby, signage 

installed above door to ramp in main hallway, and old AED unit available to recycle 
2) Water | Equipment – 11/8/20 new standby generator operational at the water tower 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Trustee Grussing discussed changes to the Community Center rental agreement mandated by Illinois 

Phase 3 pandemic guidelines:  the cafeteria will continue to be the only area available for rental; event 
attendees will be limited to 20 or fewer people; although the kitchen remains unavailable for use 
during a cafeteria rental, the cafeteria rental fee will not be reduced. 

b. Trustee Grussing inquired if there was any interest in creating a handicapped parking space at the 
Post Office.  No action was taken. 

c. President Ellis and Trustee Grussing discussed recent incidents involving the “village dog” and 
village residents.  There was general agreement that action needs to be taken.  Trustee Grussing will 
contact the Village of Mansfield about their animal control and the possibility of assisting the Village 
of Bellflower as needed. 

d. President Ellis presented a resolution (copy attached) for the village to accept a Warranty Deed from 
Gary L. Bidner, by Heidi Bidner-Bell, his power-of-attorney, conveying Mr. Bidner’s property at 208 
N Vine St.  This property was the subject of a property code violation notice issued on February 11, 
2020.  If the property is accepted by the village, the village must demolish the structure and restore 
the land.  Concern was expressed as to why the village should be responsible for spending money to 
remedy Mr. Bidner’s situation when other property owners spent their own money to cure property 
code violations.  MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to accept a Warranty Deed from Gary L. Bidner, 
by Heidi Bidner-Bell, his power-of-attorney, conveying Mr. Bidner’s property at 208 N Vine St. to 
the village.  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Cox, Grussing, and 
JZimmerman; Nay-Trustees Aldrich, Lytel, and SZimmerman; Absent-None.  There being a tie vote, 
President Ellis cast an Aye vote.  Summary:  Aye (4), Nay (3), Absent (0).  Motion passed.  An 
executed copy of the resolution was given to attorney Mahrt for filing with the county recorder along 
with the deed. 

e. Regarding the special meeting to be held on November 12, 2020, posting should occur at the Post 
Office, Library, Community Center, and on the Facebook Village of Bellflower group page.  The 
meeting will be held in the Community Center gym, and masks will be required. 

f. FYI ONLY – On October 22, 2020, the following documents (copies of filing pages attached) were 
filed with the McLean County Clerk for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2020: 
• Village of Bellflower Annual Financial Report 
• State of Illinois Annual Financial Report 
• Annual Treasurer’s Report 

 
REPORTS 
• President Ellis – Merle Shelton plans to stop working for the village in Spring 2021. 
• Trustee SZimmerman – paint on the interior gym roof is flaking off 
• Trustee Lytel – irritated by neighbor’s continued noise and “junk yard” property condition 
• Trustee JZimmerman – needs gravel for her alley 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 6 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. until the special meeting at the Community Center Gym on 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – create a 
digital version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added 
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Administration | Code – establish 
animal control 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action 

• 11/8/20 Grussing will contact Village of Mansfield about options 
Administration | Code – pursue 
property maintenance code 
violations 

Ellis • 12/8/19 added 
• 2/11/20 violation notices sent 
• Bidner (N Vine) – 11/8/20 resolution approved to accept deed from 

Bidner; village attorney will record 
• Bidner (Rt 54) – old trailer removed; debris remains 
• Bogard (N Latcha) – 7/12/20 attorney Mahrt located the Bogards; 8/6/20 

attorney filed demolition case with Circuit Court; David served, awaiting 
service on Linda; 11/8/20 building taken down, awaiting cleanup 

• Cash (E Kleinbeck) – slowly improving outside appearance 
• Thomas (W South) – no response; 10/26/20 referred to village attorney 
• White (N Latcha) – no activity 
• Wilkins (E Kleinbeck) – 3/8/20 house burned; 7/12/20 shabby garage 

and lots of debris remain 
Administration | Personnel – 
conduct sexual harassment training 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; scheduled for 8/24, 7:00, Cafeteria, jointly with BFPD 
• 10/18/20 Myron Shelton to attend makeup class, all other employees 

complete 
Administration | Personnel – 
review/revise all job descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for next fiscal year; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off 

CC | Safety – replace defective 
EXIT signs 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; 11/8/20 about 25 need replacement, see if Althouse has 
options, including for ones recessed into the wall 

CC | Security – install security 
cameras 

Zimmerman, S • 3/8/20 added 
• 8/9/20 approved FE Moran estimate for 5-year lease; 10/18/20 2 cameras 

installed (gym and cafeteria), awaiting receipt of 3rd camera (360° 
camera in entrance hall) 

Depot | install chimney cap Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Depot | replace flagpole and repair 
sinking sidewalk 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; need new flagpole with internal ropes 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society; 11/8/20 talked with 

Merle Shelton about possible donation from Legion 
Depot | replace mesh screens 
installed near roofline 

Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Parks | Don Harden Field – install 
new Pavilion message board 

Grussing 
Aldrich 

• 5/12/19 added 
• 10/13/19 message board received; 7/29/20 Grussing gave message board 

to Aldrich to prep for install; 11/8/20 mount board to Grussing for paint 
Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
dugouts (Farmer City Little League 
project) 

Ellis • 9/8/19 added 
• 8/9/20 roofing installed; need to re-install dugout fencing 

Streets | Signs – install 7 “No 
Overnight Parking” signs at Village 
limits 

Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 signs received; 9/13/20 sign wording is wrong; 11/8/20 Shane 

will email correct sign language for Mike to get estimate 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Water | Buildings – review need for 
security / expansion at pump houses 

Ellis • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 awaiting estimate from Pagel Construction; 11/8/20 need barrier 

posts to protect gas line and generator 
Water | Usage – establish separate 
water account for Wickboldt 
business 

Ellis • 7/12/20 added; outside garden watering for his business causes high 
usage 

• 8/9/20 Wickboldt advises backflow preventer already installed, but board 
requires letter of certification from plumber; board wants separate water 
line installed with meter; Aldrich will discuss with Wickboldt, then letter 
needed to confirm all village requirements 

 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Administration | Code – pursue 
vehicle code violations 

Ellis • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all abandoned or 

inoperable vehicles 
Administration | Equipment – repair 
mower pulled by tractor 

Aldrich • 7/14/19 added; need to review with Andrew Ellis 

Administration | Police – review 
interest from LeRoy Police to cover 
Bellflower 

Ellis • 9/8/19 will follow-up on comment received by Lytel 

Bus Garage | Lighting – investigate 
interior energy efficient options 

Zimmerman, S • 6/7/20 added 

CC | Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold remediation complete, but Jeff Freden unable 
to work at present time due to accident 

CC | Cafeteria – perform deep-clean 
cafeteria wing 

Zimmerman, J • 8/9/20 received disinfection estimates from SERVPRO and Menold 
Construction; board decided need to deep-clean first; 9/13/20 Merry 
Maids would charge $140 + travel 

CC | Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC | Exterior – general maintenance Ellis • 11/8/20 added 
• Paint green front door, possibly repaint all exterior door 
• Replace cafeteria lobby doors with door similar to main front entrance 
• Power wash front siding 

CC | Gym – interior paint on ceiling 
is flaking off 

Zimmerman, S • 11/8/20 added 

CC | Rental – review/revise 
Newman Center agreement 

Grussing • 3/8/20 added 
• 8/9/20 Father Chase open to reviewing agreement, but no rate increase; 

9/13/20 Father Chase transferred, will address with his replacement 
CC | Safety – install splash blocks at 
all downspouts 

Zimmerman, S • 8/9/20 added; will check prices at Menards 

Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free trim around door 
and windows 

Aldrich • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 Pagel Construction says no need to replace windows/door 
• 8/6/20 Hensley reports the issue is the trim around the windows/door 

rather than the actual windows/door 
Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free posts/handrails 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added; consider Trex instead of real wood 

Library  | Back Exterior – install 
new back door 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Library  | Bathroom – upgrade 
with high-rise toilet, grab bar and 
new sink with vanity 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
rotten boards on upper west wall of 
Concession Stand 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – replace 
trees 

Ellis • 7/14/19 added 
• 8/9/20 will contact Yeagle tree service 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Streets | Signs – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman, S • 9/8/19 added 
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COMPENSATION AND WAIVER OF SITING AUTHORITY 

AGREEMENT[REDLINE 11-6-20] 

 
THIS COMPENSATION AND WAIVER OF SITING AUTHORITY AGREEMENT 
(“Agreement”) is made this _____ day of ________, 2020, between Sapphire Sky Wind 
Farm, LLC (“Developer”) and the VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, an Illinois 

Municipal Corporation (“Village”) (individually Developer and the Village are each a 
“Party” and collectively are the “Parties”).   
 

WHEREAS, Developer intends to construct, own and operate a wind energy conversion 
system (the “Project”) in McLean County, Illinois and has presented to the Village 
preliminary plans identifying the approximate location of the Project facilities;  
 
WHEREAS, the Project includes SeventeenSixteen (176) wind energy turbines and other 
ancillary Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the 
Village, as shown on Exhibit A attached hereto; 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26, the Village may regulate the siting of wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village; 
 
WHEREAS, the Village has not enacted any ordinance regulating the siting of wind 
energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village;  
 
WHEREAS, in consideration for this Agreement, the Village agrees it will not regulate 
the siting of the SeventeenSixteen (176) wind energy turbines and other ancillary Project 
improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the Village, but will 
instead defer all siting decisions to the County of McLean; 
 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the potential impacts of the Project upon the Village, 
Developer shall make annual payments to the Village as set forth herein; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises made herein and for other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, 
the Parties hereby agree as follows: 
 
1. The recitals are adopted and incorporated as material terms of this Agreement. 

2. The Parties agree that Developer may install Except for the SeventeenSixteen16 
(176) wind energy turbines (and ancillary improvements associated with such turbines)  
within 1.5 miles of the Village’s corporate limits on the parcels depictedshown on Exhibit 
A., Unless the Developer obtains additional consent from the Village, Developer shall not 
place or site more than SeventeenSixteen (176)any other wind energy turbines within 1.5 
miles of the Village’s corporate limits, as such boundaries exist as of the date of this 
Agreement and as depicted on Exhibit A. 

3. Village hereby agrees it shall not regulate, pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26 (or any 
other authority) the siting of the SeventeenSixteen (176) wind energy turbines and other 
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ancillary Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the corporate limits of the 
Village as shown on Exhibit A.   
 
4. Village hereby delegates all siting authority for the SeventeenSixteen (176) wind 
energy turbines and other ancillary Project improvements located within 1.5 miles of the 
corporate limits of the Village to the County of McLean.  The Village hereby specifically 
waives, relinquishes and agrees not to exercise its potential zoning, siting and regulatory 
authority over all improvements of the Project, including wind energy turbines, installed 
outside of the Village’s corporate limits but within 1.5 miles of the boundary of the 
Village’s corporate limits, as such boundaries exist as of the date of this Agreement or 
thereafter, including such authority as granted to the Village by 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26.  The 
Village hereby defers to the County of McLean with respect to all requisite zoning, siting 
and regulatory approvals and permits for such Project improvements.  The Parties agree to 
provide a copy of this Agreement to the County of McLean.  
 
5. Contingent upon (i) the commencement of commercial operation for electricity 
production for sale by the Project (and excluding the production of any “test” energy) (such 
date “COD”) and (ii) the placement of a minimum of at least one (1) Project wind energy 
turbine within 1.5 miles of the boundary of the Village’s corporate limits, as such 
boundaries exist as of the date of this Agreement, Developer shall make annual payments 
to the Village for each wind energy turbine for the Project installed within 1.5 miles of the 
boundary of the Village’s corporate limits.     
 
6. The amount of the annual payment per wind energy turbine shall be as set forth in 
Exhibit B attached hereto.   
 
7. Developer shall rectify any television, internet or other telecommunication 
problems occurring within the Village corporate limits that are caused by the Project.  
Developer shall promptly repair any Village municipal road that is damaged by the 
construction of the Project.   
 
8. Developer shall build and operate the Project in accordance with the McLean 
County zoning ordinance, the McLean County special use permit for the Project and the 
Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement between Developer and the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture.  The Seventeen (17) wind energy turbines shall be located on the parcels 
depicted on Exhibit A in compliance with the setback and other requirements of the 
McLean County zoning ordinance.  Developer shall provide financial assurance for 
decommissioning of the Project (including the wind energy turbines located within 1.5 
miles of the boundary of the Village’s corporate limits) in accordance with the McLean 
County zoning ordinance, the McLean County special use permit for the Project and the 
Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement between Developer and the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture.  Developer shall submit to the Village information demonstrating 
Developer has provided financial assurance for decommissioning in accordance with this 
provision. 
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97. Upon decommissioning of Project’s wind energy turbines within 1.5 miles of the 
boundary of the Village’s corporate limits, Developer’s obligation to make the annual 
payment to the Village shall terminate, and this Agreement shall terminate.   
 
108. The Village further agrees that it will not: 
 

(A) Obstruct, delay, frustrate or oppose the Project in any way or encourage any 
other party to do so; or   

(B) Take any action, directly or indirectly, or encourage another party to take 
any action, directly or indirectly, with any governmental authority, to oppose the 
issuance to Developer of any permit, grant, right, application or similar 
governmental action related to the Project in any way.  The Village also expressly 
agrees that it will not oppose the placement by Developer of any Project 
infrastructure, including, but not limited to: transmission systems, substations, 
underground electrical collection systems or access roads located outside of the 
corporate limits of the Village.   

119. If the Village breaches the terms of this Agreement, then, in addition to any other 
remedies available to Developer at law or in equity, the Developer may obtain a refund of 
all amounts paid by Developer to Village pursuant to this Agreement.  If the Developer 
breaches the terms of this Agreement, the Village shall have any remedies that are available 
at law or in equity.   

120. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the respective 
heirs, executors, administrators, assigns and successors of each Party.  At the time of any 
assignment by Developer, Developer shall provide written notice to the Village of the 
name, address, entity type and state of incorporation of the assignee, the name and 
address of the assignee’s registered agent in the State of Illinois, and provide to the 
Village a written sworn statement executed by the assignee stating that the assignee has 
received and read a complete copy of this Agreement, including the exhibits, and agrees to 
be bound by the terms and conditions of this Agreement 

131. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which so 
executed shall be deemed to be an original and such counterparts together shall constitute 
one and the same instrument. 

142. Any written communication will be deemed to have been given or made on the day 
on which it was delivered if it is received before 5:00p.m. on the day in question or, if such 
day is not a business day or if such written communication is received after 5:00p.m., then 
delivery will be deemed to have occurred on the next following business day. Either Party 
may from time to time change its address for service hereunder by notice to the other Party.  
Any notice, request, demand or other instrument which may be required or permitted to be 
delivered, given or served upon either Party will be sufficiently delivered, given or served 
upon the Party in question, if in writing, and if either delivered by hand or if sent by 
certified mail (return receipt requested), courier or nationally recognized overnight delivery 
service mailed, in each case addressed as referenced below:  
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(A) In the case of Village to: 

 Village of Bellflower 
 104 W. Center St.  
 Bellflower, IL  61724  
  
 
 

(B) In the case of Developer to: 

 
Sapphire Sky Wind Farm, LLC 
8400 Normandale Lake Blvd, Suite 1200 
Bloomington, MN 55437______ 
Attn:  General Counsel 
 
 

153. Each Party acknowledges having obtained its own independent legal advice with 
respect to this Agreement and the transactions contemplated hereby to the fullest extent 
deemed necessary by each Party prior to its execution and delivery.  There will be no 
presumption that any ambiguity in this Agreement and any documents contemplated 
hereby be resolved in favor of either of the Parties. The execution, delivery and 
performance by the Parties of this Agreement has been duly authorized by all necessary 
action and there are no approvals, authorizations, consents, or other action necessary to 
authorize either Party’s execution and delivery of this Agreement. 

164. This Agreement shall be governed by and be construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Illinois.   

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement is executed effective as of the day and 

year first above written. 

 

SAPPHIRE SKY WIND FARM, LLC 

By: ________________________________  

Name:   ____________________________  

Title:   _____________________________  

 

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 

By: _________________________________  

Name: ______________________________  

Title: _______________________________  
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EXHIBIT A 

 

PROJECT AND VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE TO VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 

 

 

YEAR Payment Per Turbine 

1 3,000 

2 3,01500 

3 3,03000 

4 3,04500 

5 3,06000 

6 3,075 

7 3,152 

8 3,231 

9 3,311 

10 3,394 

11 3,479 

12 3,566 

13 3,655 

14 3,747 

15 3,840 

16 3,936 

17 4,035 

18 4,136 

19 4,239 

20 4,345 

21 4,454 

22 4,565 

23 4,679 

24 4,796 

25 4,916 

26 5,039 

27 5,165 

28 5,294 

29 5,426 

30 5,562 

 



















VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 
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NOVEMBER 12, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the special meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees to order at 
7:05 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Gym, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on November 9, 2020 at 4:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and 
       Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Six of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood, Attorney Steven Mahrt 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 

Geronimo Energy representatives:  Keith Bolin, Barbara Bolin, Amber Miller 
Village residents [17]:  Janet Ashe, Rick Ashe, Sharon Blackwell, Pamela Brosh, Bonita Burgess, 

Steph Daniel, Sarah Hartman, Pam Lytel, John Meyer, Molly Meyer, Merle Shelton, Steve Weiss, 
Ken Whitehouse, Chad Yeadon, Chris Zimmerman, Randy Zimmerman, and Robert Zimmerman 

Non-Residents of the Village [15]:  Barbara Bidner, Lee Bidner, Mike Bowman, Ronald Fernald, 
Lorene Kuntz, Steve Kuntz, Phil Lawrence, Wes Noe, Coleen Paullin, Jim Soeldner, Bryan 
Warsaw, Sheena Weiss, Stu Weiss, Mary Yeadon, and Mitch Yeadon 

 
MEETING PURPOSE 

The purpose of this meeting was to provide an opportunity for Village of Bellflower residents and 
taxpayers to provide input to the Village Board of Trustees as they consider a Geronimo Energy proposal 
to construct a portion of the Sapphire Sky Wind Farm within a 1½-mile radius of the Village of 
Bellflower corporate limits. 

A handout, containing details about the proposed project, was provided to all attendees (copy attached). 

OPENING REMARKS 

President Ellis thanked everybody for coming out on relatively short notice.  He stated that a posting 
about the meeting was placed on the Facebook Bellflower Village Group page.  By board policy, 
Facebook is not an approved method for village communication.  However, an exception was made in this 
instance to quickly disseminate notice about the meeting.  Any official village posting on Facebook will 
not allow comments, and any general page comments will not receive a village response.  Questions about 
any village issue should either be presented in person at the monthly Village Board of Trustees meeting, 
by direct contact with a board member, or by mail addressed to the village board. 

President Ellis reminded attendees that this meeting was not a hearing about the entire wind farm project 
comprising a projected 85 wind turbines.  This meeting only concerned 17 proposed wind turbines to be 
located within a 1½-mile radius of the village corporate limits, which by Illinois statute may be regulated 
by a municipality.  The wind farm developer has submitted a draft agreement to the village board in 
which the developer will, in exchange for the village not exercising its regulatory authority, make an 
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annual payment to the village for each turbine installed.  Any comments about the entire wind farm 
project should be addressed to the McLean County Zoning Board. 

President Ellis indicated that three representatives of Geronimo Energy, the wind farm developer, were 
present. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
John Meyer:  Does the village board have 100% authority to regulate the siting of wind turbines within 
the 1½-mile radius of the village corporate limits? 

President Ellis:  Yes. 

Bryan Warsaw [not a village resident]:  Thank you for letting us express our opinions and views.  I 
want everyone to let your opinions be known so that everybody does have a voice. 

Chris Zimmerman:  How big is this project? 

President Ellis:  The entire project is proposed to be 85 total towers within West and Bellflower 
Townships, with 17 proposed to be located within the 1-½ mile radius of the village limits. 

Chris Zimmerman:  Outside of the 1½-mile radius, there would be about 50 or more wind 
turbines? 

President Ellis:  Yes. 

Chris Zimmerman:  The $3,000 per turbine payment – was this the first offer from the company? 

President Ellis:  Yes, and that only applies to the 17 within the 1½-mile radius. 

Chris Zimmerman:  Has the board countered the offer? 

President Ellis:  We're in negotiations and have pretty much settled on that number. 

Chris Zimmerman:  Can the Board also require the company to have plans for decommissioning? 

President Ellis:  That is a project-wide question to be covered by the McLean County Board 
review. 

Chris Zimmerman:  For clarification then, the village board only has a yes or no decision on them 
being built within the 1½ mile radius? 

Attorney Mahrt:  I am the village attorney. The purpose of the hearing tonight is to take input on 
whether the board and citizens support wind turbines within a mile and a half of the corporate 
limits.  If the input is that there is no objection to the turbines within a mile and a half, then the 
board will probably move forward on the agreement with the wind turbine company, and 
compensation is part of that agreement since the village would not object to those turbans within 
a mile and a half.  The village could pass its own ordinance to regulate the turbines within a mile 
and a half of the corporate limits.  If the village elects to do that, I imagine that the offer of 
compensation will be withdrawn by the wind turbine company.  As previously indicated, the 
county has regulations on wind turbines and those regulations are quite comprehensive. Turbines 
have been placed throughout McLean County.  The county also has regulations providing for a 
decommissioning plan with some financial assurances that the decommissioning would take place 
in accordance with the plan.  If the Village of Bellflower decides to regulate turbines within a 
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mile and a half, it could pass its own decommissioning plan that would either be similar or 
different from the county; the village has that authority.  The problem, as I see it, regarding the 
village regulating the wind turbines, is that the village would have to hire experts in order to assist 
the village in regulating the location, the construction, the decommissioning, and all those 
regulatory aspects, so there would be additional expenses incurred by the village in order to 
exercise regulations that are different from McLean County. 

Chris Zimmerman:  So, your power in this whole thing is to either say yes – we will take the 
money, and they build 17 turbines – or no – they don't build any and we don't get any money.  
And they cannot go to the county board and somehow circumvent that and still end up putting the 
17 turbines within the zone.  Is that correct? 

President Ellis:  I believe that is correct.  If we say no, the 17 turbines originally scheduled to be 
sited within our 1½-mile zone, could be re-sited outside of our regulatory area. 

Chris Zimmerman:  For the 17 windmills, what is the loss of compensation for the landowners 
that have already agreed to put them up, if the village now prohibits the turbines?  Is that 
negotiated individually? 

President Ellis:  We do not know. 

Chris Zimmerman:  It is more than just saying $50,000 a year for the village. By saying no, are 
you cutting out X amount of dollars for landowners? 

President Ellis:  Yes, it would affect the landowners for the 17 properties.  By how much, I do not 
know. 

Chris Zimmerman:  And we could still end up having the 17 turbines a mile and a 3/4 outside the 
village. 

President Ellis:  Yes, the 17 turbines originally scheduled for installation within a mile and a half 
might be re-sited if we say no. 

Chris Zimmerman:  Just outside to the southeast, they sold five or six that are going to be right 
outside of the zone out by the Flanigon rock.   So, we are going to see them all. 

President Ellis:  Yes, we can say no to having them in a mile and a half radius.  But if you go to 
1.6 miles, they can put as many out there as they want. We would be done. The only way to do 
anything about that is to go to the county board at a public hearing. 

Chris Zimmerman:  I think you should get as much from them as you can.  [YES] 

Molly Meyer:  Please clarify the process by which you are making this decision about whether there is a 
formal objection on behalf of the people of Bellflower, or whether we want to go forward.  Will there be a 
separate vote, or is this it?  Is this how we make our opinion known, or should we email you or contact 
you personally to say if we want regulation?  What exactly is the process? 

President Ellis:  That is the main reason for this informational meeting.  We would like to get 
input from village residents as to how they feel about having wind turbines within that mile and a 
half.  Based on attendance tonight, I do not think we will get a yes or no feel from village folks. 

Molly Meyer:  I would like to formally object [NO] to having the wind turbines within a mile and 
a half. 
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Trustee Cox:  Molly, can I ask you why? 

Molly Meyer:  I do not find them beautiful.  It is important to me to live in a place that I consider 
beautiful.  I do not like their red blinking lights.  I do not like the noise they make. I do not like 
how they change the wildlife around the area. I do not like how they are going to change the 
roads that come in.  I do not like how we are going to have to redo roads and repair roads, and 
look at them, and I am concerned about how they will be taken down, and who will care for them. 
And is this only a 30-year thing or is it more than that? What if there are problems with them?  I 
do not have a particular affection for them.  And I do not know if there is any amount of money 
that can make me want to have them this close to where I live. 

Pam Lytel:  I completely agree with Molly.  I own a farmhouse in Bellflower surrounded by property 
owned by someone who does not live in our community, and who has obviously signed up.  I am not 
happy about it at all, so I am totally against the wind turbines [NO].  My biggest question is where do you 
see the benefit?  Is it just that the community is going to get $50,000 a year?  What exactly is the benefit 
from having this? 

Trustee Shane Zimmerman:  It is not just the community that benefits from this. The school 
districts, the fire district, the township – all will share in tax revenue derived from the turbines.  
The village will receive no tax revenue.  The village needs this additional funding. 

Pam Lytel:  Do we really need that money?  We seem to have been okay without the money. 

Trustee Shane Zimmerman:  It would help the village.  Right now, we have income budgeted at 
about $100,000 and this would be half again that amount.  So, that is the appealing part. 

Pam Lytel:  But we have been sustainable all this time. Is it worth it? I am wondering if the 
community really needs this additional money. 

Sharon Blackwell:  I run the Lions Café.  I want to know if there are any detrimental effects that those 
windmills will have on the village itself, other than the esthetics of looking at them when you drive down 
the road.  I did see on social media that they cannot be recycled.  Will we be required to repair the roads 
that lead out to them?  They are county roads.  That should be a county responsibility.  Bellflower should 
not have to pay for that.  I just need to know what the big fuss is about.  If we put up windmills, the 
Bellflower economy will be helped.  They are not ugly, by any means.  Will it be good for the 
community?  How can it hurt the community?  The farmers that are selling the property to put them up on 
must not think it is going to hurt anybody.  We just need to clarify what are the good points and what are 
the bad points.  If it does not affect our village, other than having to drive by and look at them, I am for 
them. [YES] 

President Ellis:  As far as the roads, the developers will be required to repair any damage caused 
by construction and will probably return the roads to a better state than when they started.  As for 
road repairs, Bellflower taxes will not be funding their road repairs.  As far as harmful effects, I 
do not know. 

Sharon Blackwell:  Has anybody on our village board or our village attorney or anybody else met 
with the turbine company?  Do we know what their liability insurance coverages are?  When 
damage is done to roads, will they be responsible for paying? 

President Ellis:  The county requires all those things to be taken care of.  No money will come out 
of Bellflower’s pocket, neither village nor township. 
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Trustee Grussing:  Eston, isn't it true that it has been determined the village streets are not even 
going to be used?  

President Ellis:  Yes, their delivery map shows they will not be coming into the village during 
construction, except for possibly pickup trucks, workers driving through, they won't be on village 
roads at all, including the county road [State Street]. 

Sarah Hartman:  Are you all going to do your research before you make your decision? 

President Ellis:  That's what we are doing right now. 

Sarah Hartman:  But when the question was previously asked about what the effects are, no one 
seemed to know.  I just want to make sure we do the research properly before we make any 
decisions. 

Trustee Janet Zimmerman:  I have read a little bit about it and I know we talked to a few people. 
In Saybrook, Casey’s had trouble with their cash registers when the wind turbines first started, 
but the wind turbine company fixed the issues. They have told us, and it should be in the contract, 
that if there is any problem with TV reception, satellite, or Internet connections, they will work 
on fixing it too. I do not know if there is a deadline of when they will be fixed or anything. If 
there are tile problems, they should be fixing it.  They have been doing wildlife studies and 
archaeological studies.  If anyone knows anyone who lives by a windmill, I would like to hear 
their experiences too.  All I know is what I have seen on the Internet. 

Sarah Hartman:  Do we have a timeline? 

President Ellis:  The project is going to start in December, I think.  And then some hearings at the 
county level in January-February. 

Sarah Hartman:  So, if it would pass, do you know about how long it would take before they start 
going in? 

President Ellis:  They're looking to start construction in 2022 and complete by 2024. 

Sarah Hartman:  I would just like to formally oppose. [NO] 

Rick Ashe:  I have been in some towns that had windmills, and the developer will flat out lie to you.  
They have a mess in Clinton right now.  They are finding out a lot of the things that the windmill people 
told them are not true.  I moved to Bellflower because I wanted to get away from the people over in 
Champaign and Bloomington, and people like that.  The last thing I want to do is look out my window 
and see some stupid windmills out there blocking my view of what I think is one of the greatest towns in 
Illinois.  So, I am against it. [NO] 

Bryan Warsaw [not a village resident]:  I dated a girl who helps on a farm outside of Hudson. There 
was a windmill, according to Google Earth, 1500 feet from the house.  You could hear it, you got shadow 
flicker.  In the family, one boy had headaches, dizzy spells, trouble sleeping, which had not been 
experienced before they moved there.  Some people are more sensitive to this, some are not.  But if you 
look online, there is a lot of documented studies now being done on health issues.  So, maybe people can 
investigate that.  If you would like to email me, I can send you some links.  My email is 
bwarsaw@illinois.edu. 
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Sheena Weiss [not a village resident]:  My husband and I just bought a couple of acres west of 
Bellflower because it has the most beautiful view of the sunset that you have ever seen in your life.  I 
would like to formally oppose this.  If we go forward with it, there would be about four of them in our 
backyard.  Also, we took a drive outside of Ellsworth the other day, just to kind of look at them, and we 
could hear them. Some of them make clanking sounds.  And my entire family just sitting there in the 
truck started getting all kinds of weird ear pressure and sinus pressure, so I am opposed. 

Coleen Paullin [not a village resident]:  I want to make sure that the vote tonight is yay or nay.  But as 
we are asking these questions, it sounds like you have done your research and you just haven't presented it 
to us, but it also sounds like you have not done the research about how it's going to affect this community.  
Like with the siting, the blinking lights, and how is it going to affect the resale value of houses.  Are these 
things that you have physically investigated, or are these things that you are tabling until after you vote 
and then go back and look and see how that's going to affect this community?  I know I really do not have 
a say in this.  I live on the outside of this town. We are fortunate we farm. We did not sign a contract. We 
have bald Eagles out by our house.  We have been expanding in this area. I know we have these studies 
that are going to look and see if it is affecting it.  I know it is an extra $50,000. I get that.  I think the 
question was what is our budget, what are our expenses? 

Trustee Shane Zimmerman:  More than $90,000 for income. 

Coleen Paullin:  So, each year, how much are we in the hole?  What is a rough estimate? 

Trustee Shane Zimmerman:  It depends.  It is hard to say. 

President Ellis:  Some years we spend more than we get. 

Coleen Paullin:  So, is that most years?  In the last five years, can you pull that off the top of your 
head? 

Trustee Shane Zimmerman:  What you are standing in [the Community Center] is the main 
reason.  We have tried to save this building for the community.  And the township has been 
generous in helping us out with this, but it is still something that we lose money on every year. 
And this year has been even worse as everybody understands [due to the pandemic].  So, we are 
trying to keep this up and available for people, but we are kind of stuck.  We have limited money, 
and we are trying to do other things in town also.  I understand it is not just about money for us. 
We must think about these things too, because remember, we live here too. 

Coleen Paullin:  I know, and I understand.  I grew up in a small town just the same size as 
Bellflower. Nothing like Bellflower. You guys know if you're from Bellflower, you have an 
amazing town and I guess I personally don't want to see you sell your soul for $50,000 and look 
back and regret it, because it's going to take the uniqueness of this town away.  I am not a village 
resident, but I would say no. 

Steve Weiss:  We moved here about three years ago from a farm that was just north of Mansfield, which 
was part of the windmills that got put on Blue Ridge.  We were far enough away that they really did not 
affect us other than when they turned the lights on. It was like Christmas.  And they finally dialed that 
back.  One of the reasons I like Bellflower is the small-town community. I understand you are looking for 
revenue sources.  But I would have to put myself down as opposed just by looking at how close they will 
be to the village.  And how big they are. And I know you have probably been out on a field trip looking at 
them.  And hearing the noise they generate.  I am concerned about the 30-year plan and how things 
change in 30 years. If you think back 30 years ago, who would have thought we would be where we are 
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now?  And if Geronimo, or whoever owns the company at that time, will be around to disassemble him.  
So, I must voice my opinion at this time – I would rather not see them.  [NO] 

President Ellis:  Any other comments?  [No response] 

President Ellis:  If you are a village resident and support the wind turbines, please stand up. 

[2 persons stood up; the count does not include any board members] 

NOTE-Franci Miller sent an email prior to the meeting expressing support, but that was not 
mentioned at the meeting. [YES] 

President Ellis:  If you are a village resident and oppose the wind turbines, please stand up. 

[10 persons stood up; the count does not include any board members] 

Trustee Cox:  I have been on the board about 17 years.  And one thing about this board, about each one 
of our trustees here, is that we work together. We have done that unbelievably well.  Thank you for your 
comments, both for and against.  We have heard the applause.  But the village board has always looked at 
the intent of how an issue affects the village. How does it affect the people? How does it affect lives?  We 
have done research.  I have done a little bit of research into wind farms, but I have also done a little bit of 
research into the owners and the president of the company and their positions.  It does not just concern the 
superficial and the obvious – what they look like and what and how they affect the landscape.  It is also 
about how it affects the people.  We have had some unbelievable events here that we unfortunately have 
had to forego this year.  This is a small-town community, it is the Thanksgiving dinner, it is the Christmas 
pageant, it is July 4th.  We have more people in town July 4th than we have living here.  What a 
wonderful testimony as to the life in Bellflower.  I am also part of that life. We all are.  Thank you for 
taking the time to walk in and share your thoughts.  Regarding the total project of estimated 85 turbines, 
you certainly can attend hearings that will be held by the McLean County Board. 

Trustee Janet Zimmerman:  Mr. Soeldner, you are our county board representative.  Have you had 
complaints about windmills?  What has been your experience? 

Jim Soeldner [not a village resident]:  I live in Ellsworth.  There are probably between 500 and 
1,000 wind towers either already constructed or planned to be constructed in McLean County.  
Every time that you have a project that goes through the hearings, invariably people come up and 
say:  I have kids that get dizzy, I have kids that have ear problems, whether they're related to the 
wind power or not. I do not know if there is definite proof.  You are going to get both sides of the 
story.  Wind towers in Ellsworth started in 2009, so we have had them for 10 years.  I live right in 
town probably between 1/4 and 1/2 mile to a tower.  I have not heard of anybody that has 
complained that they have had problems.  I do know that there were some issues with television 
reception, specifically WCIA Champaign.  Those people were given satellite dishes by the Wind 
Farm company. Same way with internet problems.  I know that they go ahead and reimburse 
homeowners for that. Now part of it depends on the wind farm company.  Sounds to me like this 
is a good one as far as the information I have gotten so far.  I think that is something that when it 
gets to a point where you're having hearings, and when you're dealing with the wind farm 
companies, you want to make sure that's part of their agreement to do that.  The biggest issue we 
had in Ellsworth was trucks coming through town from 6:00 o'clock in the morning until 
midnight.  We were the first ones in the county, so we were kind of guinea pigs. I guess they took 
advantage of the situation. But I guess it was our fault for allowing them to do what they did.  The 
Village of Ellsworth does not get anything from the wind farm company over there. I do not think 
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Saybrook does either.  Other than the increase in the assessed valuation.  What that does is it 
makes everyone's taxes less when this excess valuation goes up. But to me, the fact that they are 
offering to give you guys money is significant.  It is a tradeoff. You must decide whether you feel 
like it is worth it.  It is probably going to happen in the county.  So far, I do not think there are 
any wind farms that have been turned down by the county, so I am guessing it will happen in the 
rural part of your township.  But it may not happen in a mile and a half if you decide not to allow 
them to do that.  Because of COVID-19, we are having our County Zoning Board hearings 
virtually.  When they post that information, the mayor will know about it. Everyone will find out 
about it and then you can be can log on, listen and/or comment virtually. 

Trustee Lytel:  [Trustee Lytel did not use a microphone. His actual comments could not 
be transcribed. My written notes indicate Trustee Lytel expressed his displeasure with 
Jim Soeldner’s comments, specifically, that Trustee Lytel felt Jim Soeldner’s comments 
amounted to a “sales pitch” in support of the wind farm developer.] 

Trustee Janet Zimmerman:  Bart, I asked Mr. Soeldner for his comments and opinions.  
I believe everyone should be entitled to state their opinion. 

John Meyer:  I understand the financial aspect of it, but I do not understand the cost of the permanence.  
I realize the board has no say over what the landowner does, but when the landowner forfeits that ground, 
what does that mean to the landowner?  I look at the sky and the prairie – are we forfeiting them forever? 
[NO] 

President Ellis:  I am somewhat hesitant to respond to some of that, but I am going to anyway.  I 
think it has been made plain that this meeting was for the village board to get input to be used in 
decision-making.  We have gotten some decent feedback, but I think we probably would like 
more from village residents.  We have not made any decision as a board as to whether to allow 
them or not.  Personally speaking, and not speaking for the board, we can say no to having those 
17 towers.  But, as Mr. Soeldner shared, the percentages favor the county allowing the wind farm 
whether we regulate the 17 towers or not.  If we do not allow the 17 towers, those 17 towers 
might be re-sited just outside of our regulatory boundary.  The question really boils down to, and 
I know we hate to talk about money, but it really boils down to, what if we say no and the wind 
towers are still there just outside of our boundary, and we will receive no revenue from any of the 
towers.  Revenue that the village can use long term.  Over time, the village board composition 
may change, so at this time we cannot really make a lot of predictions as to what might happen 
with the income when it does come.  We can say no and give that up, or we can say yes and have 
that money to be used for whatever future needs exist.  Your feedback tonight will be considered 
when the board does decide. 

President Ellis:  Any other comments?  [No response] 

Speaker Opinion Summary [not announced at meeting]: 

Village Residents YES=2 NO=6 
Non-Residents YES=1 NO=3 

ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Janet Zimmerman. Vote 6 yes, -0- no. 
Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community 
Center Cafeteria on Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 









Village of Bellflower Public Information Meeting
November 12, 2020

Sapphire Sky Wind Farm Proposed Project

Project Developer
Geronimo Energy is a subsidiary of National Grid Ventures, which is the unregulated arm of National Grid, a British-
based multinational electricity and gas utility company.

Project Information Related to the Village of Bellflower
• Geronimo / National Grid Ventures has presented the Village with an Agreement to site a maximum of 17 

turbines and other ancillary improvements within a 1 ½ mile radius around the Village (see back).
• The Village has the authority to legally regulate siting of wind turbines within that 1 ½ miles radius.
• The decision to be made by the Village Board is whether to accept the Agreement and accept the annual 

payments (which are not taxes) from Geronimo / National Grid Ventures or reject the Agreement, prohibit 
the turbines in the 1 ½ mile area, and receive no income from the project.

• If the Agreement is approved by the Village, the Developer shall build and operate the project in 
accordance with McLean County permits, ordinances, and agreements.

Estimated Payment Information
In exchange for signing the proposed Agreement, the Village of Bellflower would receive the following estimated 
payments directly from Geronimo (non-tax based) per turbine over the projected 30-year life of the project.

Estimated 30-year total = $2,043,179

Change in Village of Bellflower General Fund Income
The table on the right shows the Village
of Bellflower General Fund income sources
budget for FY20-21 without wind turbines
and an example to show the total annual
income if the first year of wind turbines
were added.

Additional Information NOT Related to the Village of Bellflower
The Sapphire Sky Wind Farm project will span Bellflower and West townships. As a result, other agencies in the 
area will also receive the following estimated tax revenues over the 30-year life of the project.

Estimated Estimated
Agency 30 Year Total Annual Average
Bellflower Township $2,800,000 $95,000
Blue Ridge School District $28,309,805 $943,660
Bellflower Fire Protection District $2,602,700 $86,756

Without Turbines With Turbines

County Property Tax 33,000                       33,000                       

State Taxes 60,550                       60,550                       

Other Income 6,100                         6,100                         

Wind Turbine Income -- 51,000                       

Total 99,650                       150,650                    

FY20-21 Budget

General Fund Income Sources



Village Limits
Purple shading identifies property where owners have not signed an agreement.

Map Showing the 1 ½ Mile Area Surrounding the Village of Bellflower



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 
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DECEMBER 7, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the special meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees to order at 
7:46 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on December 3, 2020 at 2:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Janet Zimmerman, and 
       Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Five of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
Invenergy Wind Development North America (new project owner; replaces former project owner 
Geronimo Energy) proposes to construct a portion of the Sapphire Sky Wind Farm within a 1½-mile 
radius of the Village of Bellflower corporate limits.  Illinois statute 65 ILCS 5/11-13-26 allows the village 
to regulate wind farms located within a 1½-mile radius of its municipal zoning jurisdiction.  Invenergy 
submitted to the board a proposed siting agreement in which the village would waive its regulatory 
authority in exchange for annual payments to the village for each turbine installed within the regulatory 
zone.  All siting decisions would be decided by the McLean County board. 
 
On November 12, 2020, a special meeting of the village board was held at which time public comments 
regarding the proposed wind farm project were received from village residents.  Because only 17 village 
residents were in attendance, the board decided to mail out a survey to village residents (copy attached). 
 
On November 20, 2020, the village mailed 157 surveys to village residences based on water customers 
who live within the village (survey copy attached).  The survey responses were requested to be returned 
by December 4, 2020.  The question asked was whether each household was FOR or AGAINST the 
proposed siting agreement presented to the board. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Forty-Nine (49) survey responses received through December 7, 2020 were opened.  Vote tally: 
 
 FOR  26 
 AGAINST 23 
 
Discussion about next steps resulted in a request for President Ellis to investigate the following possible 
changes to the siting agreement: 
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• Developer to guarantee to install a minimum of 15 turbines instead of 10 
• Developer will pay the village a starting fee per turbine of $4,000 instead of $3,000 and maintain 

the 30-year percentage fee increase per turbine (this change will be proposed only after 
determining the fee payment schedule for other area wind farms) 

 
An agenda item for the next regular meeting will be added under Unfinished Business to determine next 
steps regarding the wind farm siting agreement. 
 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Cox to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Janet Zimmerman. Vote 5 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:56 p.m. until the next regular meeting at the Community Center 
Cafeteria on Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 







VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 
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DECEMBER 13, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Eston Ellis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda was posted on the Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin 
Board on December 11, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Eston Ellis 
  Trustees Skee Aldrich, Mike Cox, Allen Grussing, Bart Lytel, Janet Zimmerman, and 
       Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Six of six trustees were present, which constituted a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood, Village Attorney Steven Mahrt 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 
 Representatives of Invenergy wind farm:  Greg Vander Kamp, Keith Bolin, Amber Miller, and 
  Attorney Jim Griffin 
 Village resident:  Chris Zimmerman 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on November 8, 2020 
• Approve minutes of the special meeting held on November 12, 2020 
• Approve minutes of the special meeting held on December 7, 2020 
• Approve expenditures during the period November 9, 2020 through December 13, 2020 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Grussing.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report.  Trustee Cox commented that repair costs billed by the Village of Downs appear excessive. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. MOTION by Trustee JZimmerman to approve the “Compensation and Waiver of Siting Authority 

Agreement” between Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC and the Village of 
Bellflower (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, 
Cox, Grussing, Lytel, and JZimmerman; Present-Trustee SZimmerman; Absent-None.  Summary:  
Aye (5), Nay (0), Present (1), Absent (0).  Motion passed. 

b. The Activity Status List (see table beginning on page 3) was reviewed.  Key updates: 
1) Administration – Code Violations: 

a) 208 N Vine St (formerly Gary Bidner) – 12/1/20 received recorded Deed conveying parcel 
from Bidner to VoB (copy attached); 12/13/20 discussed demolition costs now that the 
village owns the parcel [Trustee JZimmerman-Dennis Martin verbal $7,200; Trustee Cox-
Pagel Construction said too expensive due to basement; President Ellis will check with 
Jerrod Roth] 
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b) N Latcha St (David and Linda Bogard) – 11/8/20 building taken down, awaiting cleanup; 
12/13/20 Attorney Mahrt advises court appearance is soon, President Ellis will check with 
Bogard to determine when cleanup will be complete 

c) 201 W South St (Brandon Thomas) – 10/26/20 referred to village attorney since Thomas 
never responded to violation notice; 12/13/20 Attorney Mahrt awaiting title search 

2) Community Center – Security:  12/13/20 final camera to be installed 12/14/20 
3) Downtown – Security:  12/13/20 Trustee SZimmerman will obtain camera quote(s) 
4) Streets – Signs:  12/13/20 MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve purchase from Red 

Bud Supply of 7 “No Overnight Semi-Truck Parking on Village Streets” signs @ $65.17 for 
each 24”x24” sign (estimate copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  
Motion passed.  Trustee Cox will order and see if Red Bud will take back and credit the signs 
with incorrect wording previously purchased. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. MOTION by Trustee SZimmerman to approve the 2021 regular board meeting schedule (copy 

attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
b. Local Coronavirus Urgent Remediation Emergency (Local CURE) funding – an application for 

reimbursement of public safety expenses (police salaries) has been submitted for the periods of March 
through December 2020.  The village has been allotted $14,727.00 for reimbursement of documented 
expenses totaling $7,836.46.  Because the state is reviewing extending the end-date into 2021, 
supporting documentation will be submitted once final deadlines are confirmed. 

c. MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to employ Roy Whitehouse as a snowplow driver to replace David 
Johnson beginning January 2021.  Seconded by Trustee Grussing.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion 
passed. 

 
REPORTS 
• Trustee Grussing – as a follow-up to President Ellis’ announcement last month that Merle Shelton 

plans to stop working for the village in Spring 2021, MOTION by Trustee Grussing to employ Jay 
Jewel as the Community Center Building Manager in 2021.  Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman.  
Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.  Trustee Grussing will contact the parties to discuss a phased-in 
job transfer. 

• Trustee SZimmerman – security camera app is available to install; after approximately 30 days of 
video, the system deletes all data and restarts, so someone should periodically review the video to 
detect any unusual activity.  Because sun streaming into the gym windows can trigger the gym 
camera into capturing video, black-out curtains need to be installed. 

• Trustee JZimmerman – reminded the board that responsibility for the “Welcome to Bellflower” signs 
will need to transition from her when she leaves the board in May 2021.  Trustee Grussing 
volunteered to assume responsibility for the signs. 

 
ADJOURN 
MOTION by Trustee Grussing to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee SZimmerman. Vote 6 yes, -0- no. Motion 
passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. until the next regular meeting on Sunday, January 10, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m.
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – create a 
digital version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added 
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Administration | Code – establish 
animal control 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action 

• 11/8/20 Grussing will contact Village of Mansfield about options 
Administration | Code – pursue 
property maintenance code 
violations 

Ellis • 12/8/19 added 
• 2/11/20 violation notices sent 
• 208 N Vine St (formerly Bidner) – 12/1/20 received recorded Deed from 

Bidner to VoB; 12/13/20 discussed demolition [JZimmerman-Dennis 
Martin verbal $7,200; Cox-Page said too expensive due to basement; 
Ellis will check with Jerrod Roth] 

• Rt 54 (Bidner) – old trailer removed; debris remains 
• N Latcha St (Bogard) – 7/12/20 attorney Mahrt located the Bogards; 

8/6/20 attorney filed demolition case with Circuit Court; David served, 
awaiting service on Linda; 11/8/20 building taken down, awaiting 
cleanup; 12/13/20 court appearance is soon, Eston will check with 
Bogard 

• 709 E Kleinbeck St (Cash) – slowly improving outside appearance 
• 201 W South (Thomas) – no response; 10/26/20 referred to village 

attorney; 12/13/20 awaiting title search 
• 205 N Latcha St (White) – no activity 
• 606 E Kleinbeck St (Wilkins) – 3/8/20 house burned; 7/12/20 shabby 

garage and lots of debris remain 
Administration | Personnel – 
conduct sexual harassment training 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; scheduled for 8/24, 7:00, Cafeteria, jointly with BFPD 
• 10/18/20 Myron Shelton to attend makeup class, all other employees 

complete 
Administration | Personnel – 
review/revise all job descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for next fiscal year; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off 

CC | Safety – replace defective 
EXIT signs 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; 11/8/20 about 25 need replacement, see if Althouse has 
options, including for ones recessed into the wall 

CC | Security – install security 
cameras 

Zimmerman, S • 3/8/20 added 
• 8/9/20 approved FE Moran estimate for 5-year lease; 10/18/20 2 cameras 

installed (gym and cafeteria); 12/13/20 3rd camera (entrance hall) due 
12/14/20 

Depot | install chimney cap Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Depot | replace flagpole and repair 
sinking sidewalk 

Zimmerman, S • 7/12/20 added; need new flagpole with internal ropes 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society; 11/8/20 talked with 

Merle Shelton about possible donation from Legion 
Depot | replace mesh screens 
installed near roofline 

Aldrich • 5/3/20 added 
• 7/12/20 waiting on cooler weather 

Downtown | Security – install 
cameras 

Zimmerman, S • 12/13/20 added, will get estimate(s) 

Parks | Don Harden Field – install 
new Pavilion message board 

Grussing 
Aldrich 

• 5/12/19 added 
• 10/13/19 message board received; 7/29/20 Grussing gave message board 

to Aldrich to prep for install; 11/8/20 mount board to Grussing for paint 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
dugouts (Farmer City Little League 
project) 

Ellis • 9/8/19 added 
• 8/9/20 roofing installed; need to re-install dugout fencing 

Streets | Signs – install 7 “No 
Overnight Semi-Truck Parking” 
signs at Village limits 

Zimmerman, S • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 signs received; 9/13/20 sign wording is wrong; 11/8/20 Shane will 

email correct sign language for Mike to get estimate; 11/9/20 estimate 
received; 12/13/20 estimate approved, Mike will order 

Water | Buildings – review need for 
security / expansion at pump houses 

Ellis • 1/12/20 added 
• 8/9/20 awaiting estimate from Pagel Construction; 11/8/20 need barrier 

posts to protect gas line and generator 
Water | Usage – establish separate 
water account for Wickboldt 
business 

Ellis • 7/12/20 added; outside garden watering for his business causes high 
usage 

• 8/9/20 Wickboldt advises backflow preventer already installed, but board 
requires letter of certification from plumber; board wants separate water 
line installed with meter; Aldrich will discuss with Wickboldt, then letter 
needed to confirm all village requirements 

 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Administration | Code – pursue 
vehicle code violations 

Ellis • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all abandoned or 

inoperable vehicles 
Administration | Equipment – repair 
mower pulled by tractor 

Aldrich • 7/14/19 added; need to review with Andrew Ellis 

Administration | Police – review 
interest from LeRoy Police to cover 
Bellflower 

Ellis • 9/8/19 will follow-up on comment received by Lytel 

Bus Garage | Lighting – investigate 
interior energy efficient options 

Zimmerman, S • 6/7/20 added 

CC | Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold remediation complete, but Jeff Freden unable 
to work at present time due to accident 

CC | Cafeteria – perform deep-clean 
cafeteria wing 

Zimmerman, J • 8/9/20 received disinfection estimates from SERVPRO and Menold 
Construction; board decided need to deep-clean first; 9/13/20 Merry 
Maids would charge $140 + travel 

CC | Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC | Exterior – general maintenance Ellis • 11/8/20 added 
• Paint green front door, possibly repaint all exterior door 
• Replace cafeteria lobby doors with door similar to main front entrance 
• Power wash front siding 

CC | Gym – interior paint on ceiling 
is flaking off 

Zimmerman, S • 11/8/20 added 

CC | Rental – review/revise 
Newman Center agreement 

Grussing • 3/8/20 added 
• 8/9/20 Father Chase open to reviewing agreement, but no rate increase; 

9/13/20 Father Chase transferred, will address with his replacement 
CC | Safety – install splash blocks at 
all downspouts 

Zimmerman, S • 8/9/20 added; will check prices at Menards 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free trim around door 
and windows 

Aldrich • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 Pagel Construction says no need to replace windows/door 
• 8/6/20 Hensley reports the issue is the trim around the windows/door 

rather than the actual windows/door 
Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free posts/handrails 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added; consider Trex instead of real wood 

Library  | Back Exterior – install 
new back door 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Library  | Bathroom – upgrade 
with high-rise toilet, grab bar and 
new sink with vanity 

Aldrich • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Don Harden Field – replace 
rotten boards on upper west wall of 
Concession Stand 

Unassigned • 8/9/20 added 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – replace 
trees 

Ellis • 7/14/19 added 
• 8/9/20 will contact Yeagle tree service 
• 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society 

Streets | Signs – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman, S • 9/8/19 added 

 
 





























ESTIMATE FROM RUD BUD SUPPLY 
FOR 

NO OVERNIGHT SEMI-TRUCK PARKING SIGNS 
 

From: Mitzi Ramsey <mitzi@redbudsupply.net> 
Date: November 9, 2020 at 10:11:52 AM CST 
To: "BELLFLOWER ILL," <ringingu2@hotmail.com>, "BELLFLOWER ILL, (ringingu2@hotmail.com)" 
<ringingu2@hotmail.com>, "BELLFLOWER ILL, (ringingu2@hotmail.com)" <ringingu2@hotmail.com> 

Mike 
 
On the sign with 
 

NO 
OVERNIGHT 
SEMI-TRUCK 

PARKING 
ON VILLAGE 

STREETS 
 

With big letters you would need 24X24 $65.17 7 signs = $456.19 
 
7 signs = $336.07 

 
With medium letters it would be 18X24 $48.01 

 
Mitzi Ramsey 

phone- 662-454-6015 

cell- 662-279-2429 

mitzi@redbudsupply.net 

RED BUD SUPPLY CATALOG 

redbudsupply.net 

mailto:mitzi@redbudsupply.net
mailto:ringingu2@hotmail.com
mailto:ringingu2@hotmail.com
mailto:ringingu2@hotmail.com
mailto:ringingu2@hotmail.com
mailto:ringingu2@hotmail.com
mailto:mitzi@redbudsupply.net
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocumentcloud.adobe.com%2Flink%2Ftrack%3Furi%3Durn%253Aaaid%253Ascds%253AUS%253Ad0c8923a-c74f-40bf-bf21-72d8560f6956&data=04%7C01%7C%7C122df29920a241875fba08d88849ff8b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637409198678210433%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=09G9F6fOp%2Fpv5ott1Utl3JsmXkBNG2DcGW272j%2BC1Ck%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fredbudsupply.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C122df29920a241875fba08d88849ff8b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637409198678220428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7qnvade8E4ChWDxPA2e44M3raKPbyJ2wQzBBpiu%2BBrg%3D&reserved=0
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2021 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

12/13/2020 

 

January 10 
February 14 

March 14 
April 11 
May 9 

June 13 
July 11 

August 8 
September 12 

October 10 
November 14 
December 12 

 
All regular meetings of the Village of Bellflower Board 
of Trustees are scheduled to be held on the second 
Sunday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower 
Community Center, 104 West Center Street, 
Bellflower. 
 
While Illinois COVID-19 meeting guidelines are in 
effect, the meeting will be held in the Cafeteria. 
 
Once Illinois COVID-19 meeting guidelines are 
cancelled, the meeting will be held in Town Hall. 
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